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Timely and audacious, Buddha at the Apocalypse challenges us to look directly
at the devastating assumptions underlying the very mechanisms of the modern
world - and offers a clarion call to awaken from a pervasive culture of destruction
into a natural, sustainable, and sane peace. Kurt Spellmeyer references the Bible,
popular culture, Zen, and Western philosophy in addressing two questions: how
did we get here, and what can we do now. An answer to pervasive cynicism and
decline, Buddha at the Apocalypse shows how to accept and connect with reality
in dark times.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The self-centered dream from which Kurt Spellmeyer strives to awaken us is not simply the dream of our
individual ego but the dream of history. We must awaken from time itself, from beginnings, from progress,
from goals and from visions of the end of time. Buddha at the Apocalypse challenges our assumptions about
who we are, where we come from and where we are going, in our life and in our practice." (Barry Magid,
author of Ending the Pursuit of Happiness)

"Buddha at the Apocalypse is easy-going, well written, and solidly reasoned--and lively in the way it
interweaves Biblical analysis, Zen literature, and Western philosophy and sociology with popular culture and
deep wisdom. I am delighted to greet this important and meaningful work and wish its author and many
readers a fruitful walk in its garden of perceptive insights and heartfelt advice." (Robert Thurman)

"Buddha at the Apocalypse is a bold investigation into the role of religion in the creation of the
environmental crisis. Spellmeyer is refreshingly direct in his evaluations, writing a manifesto of
environmentally concerned Buddhism. His writing is crisp and honest, raising hard questions that help us
confront the highly politicized role of religion as an ecological force." (Richard K. Payne, editor of How
Much is Enough?)

"So often we see the future as something that will save us from the present--but what if our attempts to 'save
the world' are based on the very way of seeing that is destroying it? Spellmeyer invites the reader to look
differently at the nature of time itself, especially our belief in the inevitable benefits of Progress. A
challenging and provocative book." (David R. Loy, author of Money Sex War Karma and The World Is
Made of Stories)

"Spellmeyer's Buddha at the Apocalypse opposes two conceptions of time: the endgame finality of the
Western traditions, and the no-game now here-all of Buddhism. He speaks for a crucial shift in attitude
towards the world and our human place in it. We are not, he asserts, bound for destruction, but bound by
illusions obscuring an interpenetrating infinitely complex plenitude of miraculous being in which time and
self are variables. This is no mystical diatribe, but a gentle reflection by the light of a Zen moon which shows
how the whole show is alive, how we cannot save the world, nor fundamentally destroy it, but how with
compassion we can embrace our shared being. How we connect with each other this moment and this day is
the world, even as the static moment flows away in a march of moments, yet here still moment unending.
Spellmeyer speaks for a profoundly simple ecology of mind, where world and mind are seamlessly one, and
your acts and mine do make a difference." (Robert Langan)

"This book helped me to see our western culture more clearly, and inspired me to rebel against the
Apocolyptic paradigm with renewed vigor." (Noah Levine, author of Dharma Punx and Against the Stream)

About the Author
Kurt Spellmeyer is an award-winning teacher and scholar in the English department at Rutgers University in
New Jersey and a Rinzai Zen Master. He is the author of Arts of Living: Reinventing the Humanities for the
Twenty-First Century and several other books.

Robert Thurman holds the Jey Tsong Khapa Chair in Indo-Tibetan Buddhist Studies at Columbia University.



After education at Philips Exeter and Harvard, he studied Tibet and Tibetan Buddhism for almost thirty years
as a personal student of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. He has written both scholarly and popular books, and
has lectured widely all over the world. As President of the American Institute for Buddhist Studies, he
convened the First Inner Science Conference with His Holiness the Dalai Lama at Amherst College in 1984.
He is also a founding trustee of Tibet House New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book
entitled Buddha at the Apocalypse: Awakening from a Culture of Destruction? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Ron Lauer:

This Buddha at the Apocalypse: Awakening from a Culture of Destruction are usually reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Buddha at the Apocalypse:
Awakening from a Culture of Destruction can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Buddha at the Apocalypse: Awakening from a Culture
of Destruction forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Christopher Crow:

The book Buddha at the Apocalypse: Awakening from a Culture of Destruction will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Buddha at the Apocalypse: Awakening
from a Culture of Destruction is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Buddha at the Apocalypse:
Awakening from a Culture of Destruction which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's



view.
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