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With the publication of The Image of the City in 1959, Kevin Lynch embarked
upon the process of exploring city form.  Good City Form is both a summation
and an extension of his vision, a high point from which he views cities past and
possible. First published in hardcover under the title A Theory of Good City
Form.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is a major work...Lynch looks at connections between human values and the physical forms of cities,
sets requirements for a normative theory of city form, reviews earlier physical images of what utopian
communities might be, sees what is to be learned from hellish images, and helps us place city forms into one
or another of three theoretic constructs: cosmic or ceremonial centers, the machine city, and the city as an
organism. He tells us at some length how we might evaluate the 'goodness' of cities, speaks to the enduring
issues of city size, growth, and conservation, and, having done all this, tells us about what his good city form
might look like. The appendixes are a major part of the book, taking well over 100 pages...This is a volume
that in short order will be (or at least should be) standard, desired, provocative, influential reading for just
about anyone concerned with why cities are the way they are and, more important, with achieving good
places for people to live.

(Journal of the American Planning Association)

From the Back Cover
Lynch looks at connections between human values and the physical forms of cities, sets requirements for a
normative theory of city form, reviews earlier physical images of what utopian communities might be, sees
what is to be learned from hellish images, and helps us place city forms into one or another of three theoretic
constructs; cosmic or ceremonial centers, the machine city, and the city as an organism.

About the Author

Kevin Lynch (1918-1984) studied with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin and later obtained a Bachelor of City
Planning degree from MIT. After a long and distinguished career on the faculty of the MIT School of
Architecture and Urban Planning, he was named Professor Emeritus of City Planning.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Sylvester:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Good City Form (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Donna Feuerstein:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Good City Form (MIT Press) book is readable by you who hate those



straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Good City Form
(MIT Press) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Good City
Form (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mamie Contreras:

This book untitled Good City Form (MIT Press) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Roman Morris:

Precisely why? Because this Good City Form (MIT Press) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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