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Drawing on in-depth empirical research spanning a number of countries in
Africa, Booth and McCormick's path-breaking book offers both an accessible
overview of issues surrounding governance for development on the continent,
whilst also offering a bold new alternative. In doing so, they controversially
argue that externally imposed 'good governance' approaches make unrealistic
assumptions about the choices leaders and officials are, in practice, able to make.
As a result, reform initiatives and assistance programmes supported by donors
regularly fail, while ignoring the potential for addressing the causes rather than
the symptoms of this situation. In reality, the authors show, anti-developmental
behaviours stem from unresolved - yet in principle soluble - 'collective-action
problems'.

Governance for Development in Africa offers a comprehensive and critical
examination of the institutional barriers to economic and social progress in
Africa, and makes a compelling plea for fresh policy thinking and new ways of
envisioning so-called 'good governance'.
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Drawing on in-depth empirical research spanning a number of countries in Africa, Booth and McCormick's
path-breaking book offers both an accessible overview of issues surrounding governance for development on
the continent, whilst also offering a bold new alternative. In doing so, they controversially argue that
externally imposed 'good governance' approaches make unrealistic assumptions about the choices leaders
and officials are, in practice, able to make. As a result, reform initiatives and assistance programmes
supported by donors regularly fail, while ignoring the potential for addressing the causes rather than the
symptoms of this situation. In reality, the authors show, anti-developmental behaviours stem from
unresolved - yet in principle soluble - 'collective-action problems'.

Governance for Development in Africa offers a comprehensive and critical examination of the institutional
barriers to economic and social progress in Africa, and makes a compelling plea for fresh policy thinking and
new ways of envisioning so-called 'good governance'.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is a both provocative and unique book about the problems facing development policies. Based on very
impressive field work, it successfully challenges the dominant theoretical models that have been guiding
development policies for more than a decade. The result is a new model called "governance that works",
which successfully combines realism with the most advanced theoretical approaches in this field of research.
This book should be read by everyone interested in international aid and development policy.' Bo Rothstein,
University of Gothenburg 'Booth and Cammack ask why so many development efforts in Africa have failed
and give a thought-provoking and highly policy-relevant answer to this question. Demonstrating how
development is a thoroughly political process, involving collective action, they turn contemporary policy
thinking on its head and pave the way for a more well-informed discussion about how progress can be
achieved.' Anna Persson, University of Gothenburg 'This book has a powerful message for policymakers
struggling to improve public goods provision in low-income countries. Instead of trying to change demand
and supply-side relationships, they should explore the way local institutions at all levels affect the ability of
people to find solutions to collective action problems - and how external interventions can support or
undermine them.' Sue Unsworth, Department for International Development, UK 'Provocative and detailed,
Booth and Cammack's book provides a refreshing challenge to the mainstream good-governance agenda.
With new and strong empirical evidence, they highlight the fundamental collective action nature of local
developmental governance, in a way that is likely to fundamentally challenge scholars, donors and policy-
makers, forcing us to re-evaluate our current approaches to actors and institutions in development.' Pierre
Englebert, Pomona College 'Governance for Development in Africa is a brilliant, quietly radical work that
transforms the way we think about development. This slim, elegant volume distils an enormous body of
original research to analyse why some African political regimes actually manage on the ground to solve
problems such as reducing maternal mortality or providing clean water. By examining African governance
close up, Booth and Cammack demonstrate that dysfunctional African regimes can become developmental
ones: not by following the usual policy nostrums to look and act more like modern, Western governance
systems, but by adapting features of their own political systems to new tasks. It is deeply realistic in its view
of African governance, and yet it is one of the most optimistic views of the possibilities of development that
I have seen. It is indispensable for anyone who cares about African societies, but also for theorists of
development anywhere.' Ann Swidler, University of California
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book Governance for Development in Africa:
Solving Collective Action Problems has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Governance for Development
in Africa: Solving Collective Action Problems is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship together with the book Governance for Development in Africa: Solving Collective
Action Problems. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Maria Carlin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Governance for Development in Africa: Solving Collective
Action Problems as your daily resource information.

Louis Cline:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them
is this Governance for Development in Africa: Solving Collective Action Problems.



Audrey Mack:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Governance for Development in Africa: Solving
Collective Action Problems can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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