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In today's cosmopolitan world, ethnic and national identity has assumed an ever-
increasing importance. But how is this identity formed, and how does it change
over time?

With Hellenicity, Jonathan M. Hall explores these questions in the context of
ancient Greece, drawing on an exceptionally wide range of evidence to determine
when, how, why, and to what extent the Greeks conceived themselves as a single
people. Hall argues that a subjective sense of Hellenic identity emerged in
Greece much later than is normally assumed. For instance, he shows that the four
main ethnic subcategories of the ancient Greeks—Akhaians, Ionians, Aiolians,
and Dorians—were not primordial survivals from a premigratory period, but
emerged in precise historical circumstances during the eighth and seventh
centuries B.C. Furthermore, Hall demonstrates that the terms of defining Hellenic
identity shifted from ethnic to broader cultural criteria during the course of the
fifth century B.C., chiefly due to the influence of Athens, whose citizens
formulated a new Athenoconcentric conception of "Greekness."
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In today's cosmopolitan world, ethnic and national identity has assumed an ever-increasing importance. But
how is this identity formed, and how does it change over time?

With Hellenicity, Jonathan M. Hall explores these questions in the context of ancient Greece, drawing on an
exceptionally wide range of evidence to determine when, how, why, and to what extent the Greeks conceived
themselves as a single people. Hall argues that a subjective sense of Hellenic identity emerged in Greece
much later than is normally assumed. For instance, he shows that the four main ethnic subcategories of the
ancient Greeks—Akhaians, Ionians, Aiolians, and Dorians—were not primordial survivals from a
premigratory period, but emerged in precise historical circumstances during the eighth and seventh centuries
B.C. Furthermore, Hall demonstrates that the terms of defining Hellenic identity shifted from ethnic to
broader cultural criteria during the course of the fifth century B.C., chiefly due to the influence of Athens,
whose citizens formulated a new Athenoconcentric conception of "Greekness."
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book represents a very valuable addition to the literature on the ancient Greeks' conceptualization of
their own ethnic identity and its relation to their culture....An important and stimulating book." - Kathryn
Lomas, Bryn Mawr Classical Review; "Hall's scholarship is throughout deeply impressive, thoroughly
informed by the latest theory and expressed in vigorous prose. He writes accessibly for intelligent general
readers." - Paul Cartledge, London Magazine"

From the Inside Flap

In today's cosmopolitan world, ethnic and national identity has assumed an ever-increasing importance. But
how is this identity formed, and how does it change over time?

With Hellenicity, Jonathan M. Hall explores these questions in the context of ancient Greece, drawing on an
exceptionally wide range of evidence to determine when, how, why, and to what extent the Greeks conceived
of themselves as a single people. Hall argues that a subjective sense of Hellenic identity emerged in Greece
much later than is normally assumed. For instance, he shows that the four main ethnic subcategories of the
ancient Greeks-Akhaians, Ionians, Aiolians, and Dorians-were not primordial survivals from a premigratory
period, but emerged in precise historical circumstances during the eighth and seventh centuries B.C.
Furthermore, Hall demonstrates that the terms of defining Hellenic identity shifted from ethnic to broader
cultural criteria during the course of the fifth century B.C., chiefly due to the influence of Athens, whose
citizens formulated a new Athenoconcentric conception of "Greekness."

About the Author

Jonathan M. Hall is professor in the Department of History and the College, and professor and chair of the
Department of Classics and the Committee on the Ancient Mediterranean World at the University of
Chicago. He is the author of Ethnic Identity in Greek Antiquity, which received the 1999 Charles J. Goodwin
Award for Merit from the American Philological Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corrine Switzer:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving
Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you still
thinking Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture is not loveable to be your top list reading book?



Joseph Wood:

The event that you get from Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture could be the more deep you looking
the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture giving you joy feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the
idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture instantly.

Bernice King:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Anthony Bankston:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before.
The Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture giving you a different experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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