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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The pleasure of pure storytelling makes Boyle's new collection of fiction a joy to read. The author ( World's
End ) filters a diverse cast of characters through his witty, relentless narrative voice. Employing parody,
social satire and traditional storytelling methods, Boyle's 16 stories invoke vastly different fictional worlds.
The author gives us a death-defying stuntman (in "Human Fly"), a fast-talking pitchman briefing the
Ayatollah on how to improve his image ("Hard Sell"), a businessman who sells his soul to the devil ("The
Devil and Irv Cherniske"), a New York construction worker's vision of the Virgin at a religious shrine in
Ireland ("The Miracle at Ballinspittle"), even a young man romancing a woman pathologically afraid of
germs ("Modern Love"). All of these stories seem fueled by the writer's own curiosity about people and
places, but a few, unfortunately, read like throwaways. These stand out because most of the book is so full of
diversity, wit and daring. 25,000 first printing; author tour.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Boyle has won praise for his novels, particularly the exuberant Water Music ( LJ 11/15/81), but his stories
show him at his versatile best. This third collection ranges widely, from the gently humorous "Sorry Fugu,"
about a restaurateur's encounter with a food critic, to the horrific "King Bee," a portrait of a spiritual
changeling. The only disappointing element is Boyle's frequent disdain for his characters; thus "The Devil
and Irv Cherniske" is no more than a sour variation on a tired theme. But then along comes the deeply felt
title story, about an alcoholic father and his failed relationship with his son, and all doubt vanishes. For any
collection where stories are read.
- Grove Koger, Boise P.L., Id.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brooke Gafford:

The event that you get from If the River Was Whiskey may be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but If the River Was Whiskey giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this particular If the River Was Whiskey instantly.

Amy Christensen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled If the River Was Whiskey your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The If the



River Was Whiskey giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Daniel Martin:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is usually If the River Was Whiskey. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Diana Keller:

You can get this If the River Was Whiskey by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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