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"Mom, I'm gay." With three little words, gay sons and daughters can change their
parents lives forever. Twenty years ago, during awalk on a Mississippi beach,
Ellen DeGeneres spoke those simple, powerful words to her mother. That
emotional moment eventually brought mother and daughter closer than ever, but
it was not without a struggle. In Love, Ellen, Betty DeGenerestells her story: the
complicated path to acceptance and the deepening of her friendship with her
daughter, the media's scrutiny of their family life, and the painful and often
inspiring stories she's heard on the road as the first nongay spokesperson for the
Human Rights Campaign's National Coming Out Project.

Insightful, universally touching, and uncommonly wise, Love, Ellen is astory of
friendship between mother and daughter and alesson in understanding for all
parents and their children.

"Mom, I'm gay." With three little words, gay children can change their parents
livesforever. Yet at the sametimesit's a chance for those parents to realize
nothing, really, has changed at all; same kid, same life, same bond of enduring
love.

Twenty years ago, during awalk on a Mississippi beach, Ellen DeGeneres spoke
those simple, powerful words to her mother. That emotional moment eventually
brought mother and daughter closer than ever, but not without a struggle. Coming
from arepublican family with conservative values, Betty needed time and
education to understand her daughter's homosexuality - but her ultimate
acceptance would set the stage for afar more public coming out, one that would
change history.

In Love, Ellen, Betty DeGeneres tells her story; the complicated path to
acceptance and the degpening of her friendship with her daughter; the medias
scrutiny of their family life; the painful and often inspiring stories she's heard on
the road as the first non-gay spokesperson for the Human Rights Campaigns
National Coming Out Project.

With amother'slove, clear
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"Mom, I'm gay." With three little words, gay sons and daughters can change their parents' lives forever.
Twenty years ago, during awalk on a Mississippi beach, Ellen DeGeneres spoke those simple, powerful
words to her mother. That emotional moment eventually brought mother and daughter closer than ever, but it
was not without a struggle. In Love, Ellen, Betty DeGeneres tells her story: the complicated path to
acceptance and the deepening of her friendship with her daughter, the media's scrutiny of their family life,
and the painful and often inspiring stories she's heard on the road as the first nongay spokesperson for the
Human Rights Campaign's National Coming Out Project.

Insightful, universally touching, and uncommonly wise, Love, Ellenis astory of friendship between mother
and daughter and alesson in understanding for al parents and their children.

"Mom, I'm gay." With three little words, gay children can change their parents' lives forever. Y et at the same
timesit's a chance for those parents to realize nothing, really, has changed at al; same kid, same life, same
bond of enduring love.

Twenty years ago, during awalk on aMississippi beach, Ellen DeGeneres spoke those simple, powerful
words to her mother. That emotional moment eventually brought mother and daughter closer than ever, but
not without a struggle. Coming from a republican family with conservative values, Betty needed time and
education to understand her daughter's homosexuality - but her ultimate acceptance would set the stage for a
far more public coming out, one that would change history.

In Love, Ellen, Betty DeGeneres tells her story; the complicated path to acceptance and the deepening of her
friendship with her daughter; the media's scrutiny of their family life; the painful and often inspiring stories
she's heard on the road as the first non-gay spokesperson for the Human Rights Campaigns National Coming
Out Project.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

More than 20 years have passed since Ellen DeGeneres came out to her mother on abeach in Mississippi.
Stunned, Betty DeGeneres could only think of her own disappointed expectations. As she put her arms
around her daughter, she was struck by the realization that she would never see Ellen's picture on the
engagements page of the Times-Picayune, her local paper. That Ellen would eventually appear on the front
page of the Picayune and countless newspapers and magazines around the world is an irony not lost on her
mother: "If | had known she was going to grow up to be Ellen DeGeneres," Betty quips, "I would have taken
more pictures.”

Now the spokesperson for the Human Rights Campaign's National Coming Out Project, Betty DeGeneres
travels the country explaining how she came to terms with her daughter's sexuality, and how love and
acceptance can transform afamily. Love, Ellen is an extension of her warm and much-admired public
speaking, providing insight into her own life as well as Ellen's and arguing for further education,
compassion, and the passage of antidiscrimination laws. --Regina Marler

From Publishers Weekly

DeGeneres spent most of her life as a hard-working, middle-class woman consumed with her marriages,
raising her kids and making aliving. That changed in 1997 when her actress/‘comedian daughter, Ellen
DeGeneres, "came out" as aleshian, both personally and as "Ellen Morgan," her character on the nationally
televised sitcom Ellen. The first TV show to feature amgjor gay character, it precipitated extreme scrutiny of
its star's life, prompting Betty to make a series of television appearances in support of her daughter. In this
autobiography, DeGeneres details her own life, Ellen’s childhood and how she came to terms with her
daughter's leshianism. She writes clearly and honestly about her innocence as a young adult, the problems of
her second and third marriages, her breast cancer and her eventual ability to accept herself as "her own
person." The only "shocking" revelation isthat, allegedly, her third husband made advances on her daughter
when Ellen was 17. The elder DeGeneres is now a spokesperson for the Human Rights Campaign, agay
rights lobbying group, and continues today as an "everymom™ helping parents understand and accept their
gay children. Little hereis particularly unique or interesting, which is, in part, DeGeneres's point: her family
and her daughter are average Americans, and homosexuality isanormal variation of sexual identity and
activity. While DeGeneres's intentions are good and she's clearly motivated by her love for her daughter, her
book is far too long and uninvolving. The most important parts of her message probably would have been
better conveyed in a 45-minute speech. Eight-page photo insert not seen by PW. Mgjor ad/promo; 10-city
author tour; 22 city satelite tour.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

""Love, Ellen isthe story of the extraordinary bond of love between Betty DeGeneres and her daughter,
Ellen. It'san intimate look at a celebrated family that lived a very typical American life. And it isthe
chronicle of aremarkable friendship that grew stronger as mother daughter learned to be more honest with
each other, and more honest with themselves."--"Out Front (Colorado)" Touching...Betty DeGeneres has a
story worth telling."--"People

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Scott Halpin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitabl e activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take awalk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled Love,
Ellen: A Mother/Daughter Journey? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have other opinion?

Donald L ester:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have extratime? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Love, Ellen: A
Mother/Daughter Journey to read.

James Hall:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
s0. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new details.
When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Love, Ellen: A Mother/Daughter Journey, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Jessica Sar miento:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Love, Ellen: A Mother/Daughter Journey book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Love, Ellen: A Mother/Daughter Journey as good book
but not only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't evaluate book
by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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