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In 1819, the Essex, a Nantucket whaleship carrying a crew of 20, began what all
thought would be a normal, two-year voyage. Instead, after a year and a half of
near-disasters, the ship was rammed by a sperm whale and sank in the Pacific.
All hands got off in three whaleboats and were at sea for three unbearable months
of short rations and little fresh water, leading to the death by starvation of some
and the killing of others to provide food. One boat disappeared and the two
remaining eventually became separated. When rescued off the coast of Chile,
only five men were still alive, including the captain and first mate, as well as
three rescued later from an island. Philbrick brings the era to life, giving readers a
rounded picture of the whaling industry and its society. Relying mainly on two
survivors' detailed accounts, one of which has just recently been found, he
fleshes out the tale in an exciting manner that sweeps readers along. He includes
modern medical knowledge of the physical and mental effects of starvation on
humans. The book concludes with tales of other shipwrecks, a description of how
the survivors lived the rest of their lives, and an introduction to the recent work
of the Nantucket Whaling Museum. The contrast between today's touristy island
paradise and yesterday's hard life will not be lost on teens. - Judy McAloon,
Potomac Library, Prince William County, VA
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In 1819, the Essex, a Nantucket whaleship carrying a crew of 20, began what all thought would be a normal,
two-year voyage. Instead, after a year and a half of near-disasters, the ship was rammed by a sperm whale
and sank in the Pacific. All hands got off in three whaleboats and were at sea for three unbearable months of
short rations and little fresh water, leading to the death by starvation of some and the killing of others to
provide food. One boat disappeared and the two remaining eventually became separated. When rescued off
the coast of Chile, only five men were still alive, including the captain and first mate, as well as three rescued
later from an island. Philbrick brings the era to life, giving readers a rounded picture of the whaling industry
and its society. Relying mainly on two survivors' detailed accounts, one of which has just recently been
found, he fleshes out the tale in an exciting manner that sweeps readers along. He includes modern medical
knowledge of the physical and mental effects of starvation on humans. The book concludes with tales of
other shipwrecks, a description of how the survivors lived the rest of their lives, and an introduction to the
recent work of the Nantucket Whaling Museum. The contrast between today's touristy island paradise and
yesterday's hard life will not be lost on teens. - Judy McAloon, Potomac Library, Prince William County, VA
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Gray:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Revenge of the Whale: The True
Story of the Whaleship Essex. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Milton Hill:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of
the Whaleship Essex had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of
the Whaleship Essex is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex. You
never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Thelma Olivares:

Here thing why this particular Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Revenge of the
Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex in e-book can be your option.

Malcolm Moser:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Revenge of the Whale:



The True Story of the Whaleship Essex suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essexis a
single of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.
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