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New insightsinto how the Book of Samuel offersatimeless meditation on
the dilemmas of statecraft

The Book of Samue! is universally acknowledged as one of the supreme
achievements of biblical literature. Y et the book's anonymous author was more
than an inspired storyteller. The author was also an uncannily astute observer of
political life and the moral compromises and contradictions that the struggle for
power inevitably entails. The Beginning of Politics mines the story of Isragl's first
two kings to unearth a natural history of power, providing aforceful new reading
of what is arguably the first and greatest work of Western political thought.

Moshe Halbertal and Stephen Holmes show how the beautifully crafted
narratives of Saul and David cut to the core of politics, exploring themes that
resonate wherever political power is at stake. Through stories such as Saul's
madness, David's murder of Uriah, the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of
Absalom, the book's author deepens our understanding not only of the necessity
of sovereign rule but also of its costs?to the peopleit isintended to protect and to
those who wield it. What emerges from the meticul ous analysis of these
narratives includes such themes as the corrosive grip of power on those who hold
and compete for power; the ways in which political violence unleashed by the
sovereign on his own subjectsis rooted in the paranocia of the isolated ruler and
the deniability fostered by hierarchical action through proxies; and the intensity
with which the tragic conflict between political loyalty and family loyalty
explodes when the ruler's bloodline is made into the guarantor of the all-
important continuity of sovereign power.

The Beginning of Politicsis atimely meditation on the dark side of sovereign
power and the enduring dilemmas of statecraft.
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New insightsinto how the Book of Samué offersatimeless meditation on the dilemmas of statecr aft

The Book of Samuel is universally acknowledged as one of the supreme achievements of biblical literature.
Y et the book's anonymous author was more than an inspired storyteller. The author was also an uncannily
astute observer of political life and the moral compromises and contradictions that the struggle for power
inevitably entails. The Beginning of Politics mines the story of Israel's first two kings to unearth a natura
history of power, providing aforceful new reading of what is arguably the first and greatest work of Western
political thought.

Moshe Halbertal and Stephen Holmes show how the beautifully crafted narratives of Saul and David cut to
the core of palitics, exploring themes that resonate wherever political power is at stake. Through stories such
as Saul's madness, David's murder of Uriah, the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of Absalom, the book's
author deepens our understanding not only of the necessity of sovereign rule but also of its costs?o the
peopleit isintended to protect and to those who wield it. What emerges from the meticulous analysis of
these narratives includes such themes as the corrosive grip of power on those who hold and compete for
power; the ways in which political violence unleashed by the sovereign on his own subjects is rooted in the
paranoia of the isolated ruler and the deniability fostered by hierarchical action through proxies; and the
intensity with which the tragic conflict between political loyalty and family loyalty explodes when theruler's
bloodline is made into the guarantor of the all-important continuity of sovereign power.

The Beginning of Politicsis atimely meditation on the dark side of sovereign power and the enduring
dilemmas of statecraft.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A brilliant analysis."--Marvin Olasky, World Magazine

"Although an investigation of political power in Old Testament writings might be useful in squaring certain
passages, the real value here is exploring these books as a first ook into the dynamics of early
politics."--Library Journal

"Thereal value here is exploring these books as afirst ook into the dynamics of early politics."--Library
Journal

From the Back Cover

"Though the biblical narrative of Saul and David has been the subject of much literary analysis, Maoshe
Halbertal and Stephen Holmes illuminate it in a fresh way through their focus on politics. They make a
persuasive case that the biblical writer evinces probing insight into the consequences of the pursuit of power,
insight that is still relevant to the political constellations of our own era."--Robert Alter, author of Strong
as Death IsLove: The Song of Songs, Ruth, Esther, Jonah, and Daniel, a Translation with Commentary

"The Beginning of Paliticsis an unprecedented feat that contributes to biblical scholarship aswell as our
understanding of politicsin general. In particular, in their brilliant unraveling of the relations among David,
Uriah, and Joab, Halbertal and Holmes show how the calculations of palitical rulers may be thwarted by their
attempts to hide their intentions and by chains of obedience and violence that escape the control of their
initiators."--Jon Elster, Columbia University

"Truly remarkable. The greatness of the Book of Samuel isduein part to its matchless account of politics
and political psychology, and there is no better book to bring this account to light than this one.”--Avishai
Margalit, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

"By treating the author of Samuel as an ancient Machiavelli, Halbertal and Holmes enable readersto
approach the biblical story in anew way while enhancing their understanding of the workings of political
survival and the dynamics of power."--Steven Weitzman, author of Solomon: The Lure of Wisdom

"For Halbertal and Holmes, the author of Samuel is awriter of singular political insight, a brilliant student of
politics, and indeed, a political theorist avant lalettre. Thisis awonderful discovery. The Beginning of
Paliticsisawork of deep and original scholarship."--Michael Walzer, author of In God's Shadow: Politics
in the Hebrew Bible

About the Author

Moshe Halbertal isthe Gruss Professor of Law at New Y ork University, the John and Golda Cohen
Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and professor of law at IDC Herzliya
in Israel. His books include Maimonides: Life and Thought (Princeton), which won the National Jewish
Book Award. Stephen Holmesisthe Walter E. Meyer Professor of Law at New Y ork University. His books
include The Matador's Cape: America's Reckless Response to Terror.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Janie Ross:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Beginning of
Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Bert Martinez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the erawhich is aways change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Beginning of Politics:
Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

India M ead:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel
book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer associated with The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different available asit. So, do you still thinking The Beginning of Politics: Power
in the Biblical Book of Samuel is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Henry Baker:

This book untitled The Beginning of Politics: Power in the Biblical Book of Samuel to be one of severa
books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.
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