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The past two decades have seen a dramatic resurgence of interest in black women
writers, as authors such as Alice Walker and Toni Morrison have come to
dominate the larger Afro-American literary landscape. Yet the works of the
writers who founded and nurtured the black women's literary tradition--
nineteenth-century Afro-American women--have remained buried in research
libraries or in expensive hard-to-find reprints, often inaccessible to twentieth-
century readers.
Oxford University Press, in collaboration with the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, a research unit of The New York Public Library,
rescued the voice of an entire segment of the black tradition by offering thirty
volumes of these compelling and rare works of fiction, poetry, autobiography,
biography, essays, and journalism. Responding to the wide recognition this series
has received, Oxford now presents four of these volumes in paperback. Each
book contains an introduction written by an expert in the field, as well as an
overview by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the General Editor.
Individually, each of these four works now in paperback--including The Journals
of Charlotte Forten Grimké, Elizabeth Keckley's Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty
Years a Slave, and Four Years in the White House, Six Women's Slave
Narratives, and The Collected Works of Phillis Wheatley--stands as a unique
literary contribution in its own right. Collectively providing a rich sampling of
the range of works written by black women over the course of more than a
century, they pay tribute (now long overdue) to an extraordinary and influential
group of Afro-American women. These new editions will enable teachers,
students, and general readers of American literature, history, Afro-American
culture, and women's studies to hear at last, and learn from, the lost voice of the
nineteenth-century black woman writer.
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The past two decades have seen a dramatic resurgence of interest in black women writers, as authors such as
Alice Walker and Toni Morrison have come to dominate the larger Afro-American literary landscape. Yet
the works of the writers who founded and nurtured the black women's literary tradition--nineteenth-century
Afro-American women--have remained buried in research libraries or in expensive hard-to-find reprints,
often inaccessible to twentieth-century readers.
Oxford University Press, in collaboration with the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, a
research unit of The New York Public Library, rescued the voice of an entire segment of the black tradition
by offering thirty volumes of these compelling and rare works of fiction, poetry, autobiography, biography,
essays, and journalism. Responding to the wide recognition this series has received, Oxford now presents
four of these volumes in paperback. Each book contains an introduction written by an expert in the field, as
well as an overview by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the General Editor.
Individually, each of these four works now in paperback--including The Journals of Charlotte Forten
Grimké, Elizabeth Keckley's Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in the White
House, Six Women's Slave Narratives, and The Collected Works of Phillis Wheatley--stands as a unique
literary contribution in its own right. Collectively providing a rich sampling of the range of works written by
black women over the course of more than a century, they pay tribute (now long overdue) to an extraordinary
and influential group of Afro-American women. These new editions will enable teachers, students, and
general readers of American literature, history, Afro-American culture, and women's studies to hear at last,
and learn from, the lost voice of the nineteenth-century black woman writer.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Excellent analysis of Wheatley's poetry, presenting new, dimensional insights."--Regina Jennings, Franklin
and Marshall College

"Terrific."--Ronna C. Johnson, Tufts University

"The volume is a generous gift of exemplary and painstaking scholarship. Those who have never before
encountered Shields' multiform Phillis will meet a friend in the poet and in this critic-bard."--Linda Susan
Beard, Michigan State University

"The notes and other supporting materials (criticism and variant poems and letters) are a teacher's dream. I
could not imagine my early African-American Writers course without this edition. It is reasonably priced yet
very expensive, even elaborate, in its conception."--William W. Cook, Dartmouth College

Praise for the series:

"A major contribution to American literary history....Now, through this collection, the thoughts, perspectives,
imagination, and voices of nineteenth-century Afro-American women are accessible to the general
public."--Black American Literature Forum

"In an editorial feat of epic proportions, Henry Louis Gates, Jr. has rescued the vast writings of nineteenth-
century black women from oblivion....He has reinstated black literary ancestresses to their positions of
prominence....Groundbreaking."--Marcellus Blount, The Village Voice Literary Supplement

"What an astonishing gift...this collection is!...To have all of these black women writers' works together in
one collection seems almost a fabulous dream."--Alice Walker

"What an astonishing gift...this collection is!"--Alice Walker



"The collaboration among The Schomburg Center, Oxford University Press, and these exceptional scholars
is an extraordinary event...but the collection is a spectacular achievement."--Toni Morrison

About the Author

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. is Chairman of the Department of Afro-American Studies and W.E.B. Du Bois
Professor of the Humanities at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Houston Boynton:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Collected Works of Phillis Wheatley (The Schomburg
Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women Writers). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book The Collected Works of Phillis
Wheatley (The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women Writers). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

George Hale:

This book untitled The Collected Works of Phillis Wheatley (The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century
Black Women Writers) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to
past this e-book from your list.

Tyrone Hogans:

The Collected Works of Phillis Wheatley (The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women
Writers) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Collected Works of Phillis Wheatley (The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-
Century Black Women Writers) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.



Alicia Romero:

This The Collected Works of Phillis Wheatley (The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black
Women Writers) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Collected Works of Phillis
Wheatley (The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black Women Writers) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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