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The Gift of an Ordinary Day is an intimate memoir of a family in transition-boys
becoming teenagers, careers ending and new ones opening up, an attempt to find
a deeper sense of place, and a slower pace, in a small New England town. It is a
story of mid-life longings and discoveries, of lessons learned in the search for
home and a new sense of purpose, and the bittersweet intensity of life with
teenagers--holding on, letting go.

Poised on the threshold between family life as she's always known it and her
older son's departure for college, Kenison is surprised to find that the times she
treasures most are the ordinary, unremarkable moments of everyday life, the very
moments that she once took for granted, or rushed right through without noticing
at all.

The relationships, hopes, and dreams that Kenison illuminates will touch
women's hearts, and her words will inspire mothers everywhere as they try to
make peace with the inevitable changes in store.
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The Gift of an Ordinary Day is an intimate memoir of a family in transition-boys becoming teenagers,
careers ending and new ones opening up, an attempt to find a deeper sense of place, and a slower pace, in a
small New England town. It is a story of mid-life longings and discoveries, of lessons learned in the search
for home and a new sense of purpose, and the bittersweet intensity of life with teenagers--holding on, letting
go.

Poised on the threshold between family life as she's always known it and her older son's departure for
college, Kenison is surprised to find that the times she treasures most are the ordinary, unremarkable
moments of everyday life, the very moments that she once took for granted, or rushed right through without
noticing at all.

The relationships, hopes, and dreams that Kenison illuminates will touch women's hearts, and her words will
inspire mothers everywhere as they try to make peace with the inevitable changes in store.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In her second affecting memoir about motherhood and nurturing (after Mitten Strings for God), Kenison,
here at middle age with two sons in their teens, pursues with graceful serenity a time of enormous upheaval
and transformation in her family's life. As her sons grew out of babyhood and into the new, unknown
territory of adolescence, she no longer felt clear about what her life's purpose was supposed to be; their
comfortable suburban Boston house of 13 years grew restraining, and Kenison longed for a simpler, more
nature-connected lifestyle. Since neither she nor her husband, a publishing executive, was tied to a
workplace (indeed, she was suddenly let go as the series editor of The Best American Short Stories after 16
years), they were content to be rootless for over three years, living mostly with Kenison's parents until the
building of their new home on bucolic hilltop land purchased in New Hampshire was completed. Meanwhile,
Kenison's youngest, Jack, began a new high school, while the older boy, Henry, a musician, applied to
colleges, and the family had to adjust both to the move and to the startling, delightful pleasures of country
life. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
This eloquent book is ...about longing and fulfillment , taking stock of failures and achievements, a search
for the elusive "something more" of one's existence-and a reminder that life's seemingly mundane moments
are often where we find beauty, grace and transformation.?Family Circle Magazine,

"Kenison writes so beautifully and clearly about what is most important in family life."?Jane Hamilton,
author of A Map of the World and Laura Rider's Masterpiece

An honest, graceful book that every parent will appreciate. In the thick of challenging changes, emotional
troughs, and tender realizations the reader will find comfort and guidance. Here is a fine writer, a dedicated
mother, and a spiritual seeker speaking intimately to parents in search of wisdom."?Thomas Moore, author
of Care of the Soul and Writing in the Sand

How I admire this mid-life mom, who writes with strong contemplative spirit and a heart wide open to
change. Her memoir is a courageous and generous contribution to deepening American family life.?Nancy
Mellon, author of Body Eloquence

"The Gift of an Ordinary Day is much more than a memoir of motherhood; it is an inspired and inspiring
meditation on midlife. What Katrina Kenison gives mothers-her gift-is the promise of reinventing ourselves
as our kids grow up and we grow older, and the assurance of an invitingly abundant landscape on the far side
of parenthood."?Lisa Garrigues, author of Writing Motherhood

About the Author
Katrina Kenison is the author of Mitten Strings for God: Reflections for Mothers in a Hurry (Warner Books,
2000). She has appeared on Oprah and other shows. Her writing has appeared in O, Real Simple, Family
Circle, Redbook and other publications. From 1990 until 2006, Kenison was the series editor of The Best
American Short Stories, published annually by Houghton Mifflin. She co-edited, with John Updike, The Best
American Short Stories of the Century (Houghton Mifflin, 2000). She wrote, with Rolf Gates, Meditations
from the Mat: Daily Reflections on the Path of Yoga (Random House, 2002).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Gift of an Ordinary Day: A
Mother's Memoir. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Dolly Taylor:

Here thing why this particular The Gift of an Ordinary Day: A Mother's Memoir are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. The Gift of an Ordinary Day: A Mother's Memoir giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with The Gift of an Ordinary Day: A Mother's Memoir. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Gift of an Ordinary
Day: A Mother's Memoir in e-book can be your substitute.

Diane Sanchez:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is The Gift of an Ordinary Day: A Mother's Memoir this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

John Silver:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Gift of an Ordinary Day: A Mother's
Memoir to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the guide The Gift of an Ordinary Day: A Mother's Memoir can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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