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“The little children had little parents in the [twins’] block [in Auschwitz]. For
example, I was a little mama for twins, two girls named Evichka and
Hanka…My sister was the mother for Hanka and I was the mother for
Evichka…Evichka told me that she got a mother and a father, but that they had
gone away on transport. The twins were four years old. I said to her, ‘I will be
your mother.’ She said, ‘But you are only sixteen years old; it doesn’t matter?’ I
said, ‘No, it doesn’t matter because it is more important that we are together and
that we are not alone. You have a mother and I have a daughter.’” —Magda
Magda Somogyi
 
Many books have been written about the experiences of Jews in Nazi Europe.
None, however, has focused on the persecution of the most vulnerable members
of the Jewish community—its children. This powerful and moving book by
Deborah Dwork relates the history of these children for the first time.
 
The book is based on hundreds of oral histories conducted with survivors who
were children in the Holocaust, in Europe and North America, an extraordinary
range of primary documentation uncovered by the author (including diaries,
letters, photographs and family albums), and archival records. Drawing on these
sources, Dwork reveals the feelings, daily activities, and perceptions of Jewish
children who lived and died in the shadow of the Holocaust. She reconstructs and
analyzes the many different experiences the children faced. In the early years of
Nazi domination they lived at home, increasingly opposed by rising anti-
Semitism. Later some went into hiding while others attempted to live openly on
gentile papers. As time passed, increasing numbers were forced into transit
camps, ghettos, and death and slave labor camps. Although nearly ninety percent
of the Jewish children in Nazi Europe were murdered, we learn in this history not
of their deaths but of the circumstances of their lives.
 
Children with a Star is a major new contribution to the history of Europe during
the Nazi era. It explains from a different perspective how European society
functioned during the wary years, how the German noose tightened, and how the
Jewish victims and their gentile neighbors responded. It expands the definition of
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resistance by examining the history of the people—primarily women—who
helped Jewish children during the war. By focusing on children, it strips away
rationalizations that the victims of Nazism somehow “allowed or “deserved”
their punishment. And by examining the experience of children and thereby
laying bare how society functions at its most fundamental level, it not only
provides a unique understanding of the Holocaust but a new theoretical approach
to the study of history.
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“The little children had little parents in the [twins’] block [in Auschwitz]. For example, I was a little mama
for twins, two girls named Evichka and Hanka…My sister was the mother for Hanka and I was the mother
for Evichka…Evichka told me that she got a mother and a father, but that they had gone away on transport.
The twins were four years old. I said to her, ‘I will be your mother.’ She said, ‘But you are only sixteen years
old; it doesn’t matter?’ I said, ‘No, it doesn’t matter because it is more important that we are together and
that we are not alone. You have a mother and I have a daughter.’” —Magda Magda Somogyi
 
Many books have been written about the experiences of Jews in Nazi Europe. None, however, has focused
on the persecution of the most vulnerable members of the Jewish community—its children. This powerful
and moving book by Deborah Dwork relates the history of these children for the first time.
 
The book is based on hundreds of oral histories conducted with survivors who were children in the
Holocaust, in Europe and North America, an extraordinary range of primary documentation uncovered by
the author (including diaries, letters, photographs and family albums), and archival records. Drawing on
these sources, Dwork reveals the feelings, daily activities, and perceptions of Jewish children who lived and
died in the shadow of the Holocaust. She reconstructs and analyzes the many different experiences the
children faced. In the early years of Nazi domination they lived at home, increasingly opposed by rising anti-
Semitism. Later some went into hiding while others attempted to live openly on gentile papers. As time
passed, increasing numbers were forced into transit camps, ghettos, and death and slave labor camps.
Although nearly ninety percent of the Jewish children in Nazi Europe were murdered, we learn in this history
not of their deaths but of the circumstances of their lives.
 
Children with a Star is a major new contribution to the history of Europe during the Nazi era. It explains
from a different perspective how European society functioned during the wary years, how the German noose
tightened, and how the Jewish victims and their gentile neighbors responded. It expands the definition of
resistance by examining the history of the people—primarily women—who helped Jewish children during
the war. By focusing on children, it strips away rationalizations that the victims of Nazism somehow
“allowed or “deserved” their punishment. And by examining the experience of children and thereby laying
bare how society functions at its most fundamental level, it not only provides a unique understanding of the
Holocaust but a new theoretical approach to the study of history.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The Nazis' murder of 1.5 million Jewish children is the focus of this pioneering study. Expelled from school,
forced to wear the yellow star, Jewish children in German-occupied Europe had their family lives shattered
by anti-Semitic legislation prior to the outbreak of war. Later some hid in attics or forests; others concealed
their identities but remained visible, constantly threatened by starvation, disease or selection for the gas
chambers. Yet, Yale scholar Dwork demonstrates, Jewish children created their own mental space, where
play, love and relationships continued amid the evil and horror. Tapping letters, diaries, drawings and oral
histories of survivors, Dwork adds a poignant new dimension to Holocaust studies.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- A poignant and gripping story by an author who writes with a heart. Dwork begins her history by
reiterating the grim statistic that only 11 percent of European Jewish children survived the war and that over
one and a half million children were killed. She documents her narrative by weaving personal recollections
of survivors and entries from their diaries. Readers will be transfixed by the children's daily lives--the
ordinariness as well as the atrocities. A new dimension in books about the Holocaust. --Mary Quinn, Fairfax
County Pub . Lib . , VA
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
By focusing on the shattering experiences and daily routines of children during the period of Nazi
domination in Europe, Dwork succeeds in illuminating a previously unexplored chapter of social history.
Relying heavily on quotations from diaries, letters, and interviews, garnered through extensive research,
Dwork de scribes daily living as seen through the eyes of children. She plumbs the sorrows of parents
desperately trying to save their children by placing them with foster Christian families through various
formal and informal networks that operated throughout Europe. And she chronicles the pitiful attempts to
cling to some semblance of normalcy amidst the inhuman, bizarre conditions in the ghettos and the
concentration camps. Only ten percent of Jewish children survived the Nazi onslaught. Dwork's powerful
book gives new meaning to this numbing statistic.
-Carol R. Glatt, VA Medical Ctr. Lib., Philadelphia
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Children with a Star: Jewish Youth in Nazi Europe to



read.

Frank Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Children with a Star: Jewish Youth
in Nazi Europe is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Michael Nunn:

The publication untitled Children with a Star: Jewish Youth in Nazi Europe is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Children with a Star: Jewish Youth in Nazi Europe from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Mangino:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Children with a Star: Jewish Youth in Nazi Europe can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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