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"Jerusalem Besieged is a fascinating account of how and why a baffling array of
peoples, ideologies, and religions have fought for some four thousand years over
a city without either great wealth, size, or strategic importance. Cline guides us
through the baffling, but always bloody, array of Jewish, Roman, Moslem,
Crusader, Ottoman, Western, Arab, and Israeli fights for possession of such a
symbolic prize in a manner that is both scholarly and engaging."
-Victor Davis Hanson, Stanford University; author of The Other Greeks and
Carnage and Culture

"A beautifully lucid presentation of four thousand years of history in a single
volume. Cline writes primarily as an archaeologist-avoiding polemic and offering
evidence for any religious claims-yet he has also incorporated much journalistic
material into this study. Jerusalem Besieged will enlighten anyone interested in
the history of military conflict in and around Jerusalem."
-Col. Rose Mary Sheldon, Virginia Military Institute

"This groundbreaking study offers a fascinating synthesis of Jerusalem's military
history from its first occupation into the modern era. Cline amply deploys
primary source material to investigate assaults on Jerusalem of every sort,
starting at the dawn of recorded history. Jerusalem Besieged is invaluable for
framing the contemporary situation in the Middle East in the context of a very
long and pertinent history."
-Baruch Halpern, Pennsylvania State University

A sweeping history of four thousand years of struggle for control of one city

"[An] absorbing account of archaeological history, from the ancient Israelites'
first conquest to today's second intifada. Cline clearly lays out the fascinating
history behind the conflicts."
-USA Today
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"A pleasure to read, this work makes this important but complicated subject
fascinating."
-Jewish Book World
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Cline, an associate professor of ancient history and archeology at George Washington University, begins his
history of Jerusalem with mythical, biblical and archeological clues to its past, and the Roman histories of
Josephus. Cline's narrative thread is the battles over control of a dusty village that took on increasing
emotional content as it became a contested religious site. Cline claims "assimilation, annihilation and
acculturation" through 10 empires and occupancies have left no one in the area today with "a legitimate
pedigree definitively extending back to any of the original inhabitants." Of the alleged 118 conflicts over
Jerusalem, few lacked a religious basis. Until 1917, Cline shows, Westerners controlled Jerusalem for less
than a century. Beyond the Solomonic years, Jews have controlled the old city only since 1967. Perhaps no
fragment of global real estate has been so volatile over so long a history. Despite sanguinary, even horrific
detail from past memoirs and narratives, Cline's retelling is flat and repetitious, and the numerous references
to Saddam Hussein, physically absent from this history, overreach in attempting immediate relevance. While
a useful, well-annotated, textbookish guide to Jerusalem's violent past and present, it will not replace Karen
Armstrong's stylish Jerusalem. One City, Three Faiths (1996). 10 color photos not seen by PW, 24 maps.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"A beautifully lucid presentation of four thousand years of history in a single volume. Cline writes primarily
as an archaeologist-avoiding polemic and offering evidence for any religious claims-yet he has also
incorporated much journalistic material into this study. Jerusalem Besieged will enlighten anyone interested
in the history of military conflict in and around Jerusalem."
-Col. Rose Mary Sheldon, Virginia Military Institute

About the Author
Eric H. Cline is Associate Professor of Ancient History and Archaeology in the Department of Classical and
Semitic Languages and Literatures at the George Washington University in Washington, D.C. He is the
author of several books and numerous articles on the ancient world, including The Battles of Armageddon
(University of Michigan Press, 2000), which won the 2001 Biblical Archaeology Society Publication Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Caleb Jones:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Jerusalem
Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?



Jillian Diaz:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient
Canaan to Modern Israel to read.

Olive Griffin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel can
give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Jerusalem Besieged: From
Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel.

Carlos Mendoza:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Jerusalem
Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel.
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