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At a university in Reykjavík, the body of a young German student is discovered,
his eyes cut out and strange symbols carved into his chest. Police waste no time
in making an arrest, but the victim's family isn't convinced that the right man is in
custody. They ask Thóra Gudmundsdóttir, an attorney and single mother of two,
to investigate. It isn't long before Thóra and her associate, Matthew Reich,
uncover the deceased student's obsession with Iceland's grisly history of torture,
execution, and witch hunts. But there are very contemporary horrors hidden in
the long, cold shadow of dark traditions. And for two suddenly endangered
investigators, nothing is quite what it seems . . . and no one can be trusted.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Similar in plot to Swedish author Helene Tursten's The Glass Devil, this first in a new series from Icelandic
author Sigurdardottir offers little readers have not seen before. As with Tursten's novel, the spectre of
demon-worship is at the heart of the mystery, after the strangled corpse of Harald Guntlieb is discovered
with his eyes gouged out. Guntlieb, a German student, was attending graduate school in Iceland, examining
the latter country's history of witch-hunting, an academic pursuit that may have taken on more personal
overtones. His grieving parents, who had already suffered the loss of a child, enlist attorney and single
mother Thóra Gudmundsdôttir to objectively assess the police case against a drug addict arrested for the
murder. Aided by an attractive ex-German police officer, Gudmundsdôttir diligently tracks down the dead
man's friends and colleagues, before arriving at the truth. The author gives less of a sense of her native land
than other contemporary Scandinavian crime writers like Karin Fossum, and the identity of the killer will
surprise few.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Yrsa SigurdardÓttir is an award-winning author of five children's novels and a division manager with one of
Iceland's largest engineering firms. She lives with her family in Reykjavík, Iceland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronnie Miller:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Last Rituals: A Novel of
Suspense (Thora Gudmundsdottir Book 1)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have different opinion?

Catherine Kuntz:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Last Rituals: A Novel of Suspense (Thora Gudmundsdottir
Book 1) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.



Kevin Zavala:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Last Rituals: A Novel of Suspense (Thora Gudmundsdottir Book 1) offer you a new experience in
studying a book.

Dolores Albert:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Last Rituals: A Novel of
Suspense (Thora Gudmundsdottir Book 1) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In
different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Last Rituals: A Novel of Suspense (Thora
Gudmundsdottir Book 1) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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