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Luc Sante's Low Life is a portrait of America's greatest city, the riotous and
anarchic breeding ground of modernity. This is not the familiar saga of mansions,
avenues, and robber barons, but the messy, turbulent, often murderous story of
the city's slums; the teeming streets--scene of innumerable cons and crimes
whose cramped and overcrowded housing is still a prominent feature of the
cityscape.

Low Life voyages through Manhattan from four different directions. Part One
examines the actual topography of Manhattan from 1840 to 1919; Part Two, the
era's opportunities for vice and entertainment--theaters and saloons, opium and
cocaine dens, gambling and prostitution; Part Three investigates the forces of law
and order which did and didn't work to contain the illegalities; Part Four
counterposes the city's tides of revolt and idealism against the city as it actually
was.

Low Life provides an arresting and entertaining view of what New York was
actually like in its salad days. But it's more than simpy a book about New York.
It's one of the most provocative books about urban life ever written--an evocation
of the mythology of the quintessential modern metropolis, which has much to say
not only about New York's past but about the present and future of all cities.
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Luc Sante's Low Life is a portrait of America's greatest city, the riotous and anarchic breeding ground of
modernity. This is not the familiar saga of mansions, avenues, and robber barons, but the messy, turbulent,
often murderous story of the city's slums; the teeming streets--scene of innumerable cons and crimes whose
cramped and overcrowded housing is still a prominent feature of the cityscape.

Low Life voyages through Manhattan from four different directions. Part One examines the actual
topography of Manhattan from 1840 to 1919; Part Two, the era's opportunities for vice and entertainment--
theaters and saloons, opium and cocaine dens, gambling and prostitution; Part Three investigates the forces
of law and order which did and didn't work to contain the illegalities; Part Four counterposes the city's tides
of revolt and idealism against the city as it actually was.

Low Life provides an arresting and entertaining view of what New York was actually like in its salad days.
But it's more than simpy a book about New York. It's one of the most provocative books about urban life
ever written--an evocation of the mythology of the quintessential modern metropolis, which has much to say
not only about New York's past but about the present and future of all cities.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
There are very few classics in the field of pop culture--the academic stuff tends to be too dry and the fun
stuff is too quickly dated. This book by Luc Sante is the exception--in fluid prose liberally sprinkled with
astute metaphors, Sante tells the story of New York's Lower East Side, circa 1840-1920. The personal
histories of criminals, prostitutes, losers, and swindlers bring to life the social and statistical history that the
author has meticulously researched. Not limiting himself to the usual sources, Sante finds his history in old
copies of Police Gazette as well as actual police, fire, and social service records. Above all, what really
makes this book work is the writing, which brings to life a culture of the streets that continues to form a
silent influence on our contemporary popular culture.

From Publishers Weekly
In his first book, freelance writer Sante tours the underside of Manhattan's underclass circa 1840-1919.
Clarifying his territory, he notes that "New York is incarnated by Manhattan (the other boroughs . . . are
merely adjuncts)." Sante's bad old days are populated with lethal saloon keepers, thieves, whores, gamblers,
pseudo-reformers, Tammany Hall politics, crooked cops et al. Capital of the night is the Bowery, center of
the "sporting life"; bohemia encompasses the likes of short story writer O. Henry, a one-time embezzler from
Texas, plus ethnic enclaves (with the Jewish and Slavic bohemians singled out as the most argumentative).
East Side, West Side, semi-rural uptown, wide-open downtown, 19th-century Manhattan is presented as the
realm of danger and pleasure. "The city was like this a century ago, and it remains so in the present,"
maintains an author who sees his Manhattan as seamy, seedy and sinister.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The history of New York City (Manhattan Island) is rich and varied--a veritable gold mine for writers
interested in exploring some of its darker passages. Sante, Lower East Side resident, became curious about
the area's 19th-century tenement buildings and how their early inhabitants lived, traveled, and were
entertained. The four sections of this fascinating and thought-provoking book cover the period 1840-1919,
and are entitled "The Landscape" (streets and buildings); "Sporting Life" (theater, saloons, gambling, drugs,
prostitution); "The Arm" (street gangs, police, and politics); and "Invisible City" (orphans, drifters, and
"Bohemians"). New York's dark side is rooted in its past. Areas such as the Bowery owe their unsavory
reputations to their colonial beginnings, and the often tawdry "pop culture" of today began with Manhattan's
19th-century underclass. This book is as lively and vivid as its subject matter. Highly recommended.
- Howard E. Miller, Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Missouri Lib., St. Louis
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donn Chavez:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that you
can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York will make
you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you



think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Rudy Nixon:

Here thing why this Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Low Life:
Lures and Snares of Old New York. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York in
e-book can be your substitute.

Marcella Aragon:

Beside this specific Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and also read it from today!

Gordon Lipsky:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York
was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Low Life: Lures and Snares of
Old New York has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that will.
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