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This revisionist view of Ignatius Loyola argues that his "autobiography"—until
now taken to be a literal, documentary account—is in reality a work of rhetoric, a
moral narrative that exploits the techniques of fiction. In radically reinterpreting
this canonical text, our main source of information about the founder of the
largest and most powerful religious order in Roman Catholicism, Boyle paints a
vivid picture of Loyola's world. She surveys rhetorical and artistic theory,
religious iconography, everyday custom, and an astonishing array of scenes and
subjects: from curiosity, to codes of honor, to the holy places of Spain, to the
significance of apparitions and flying serpents.

Written in the tradition of Renaissance studies on individualism, Loyola's Acts
engages current interest in autobiography and in the history of private life. The
book also provides a powerful heuristic for interpreting a wide range of texts of
the Christian tradition. Finally, this secular treatment of a canonized saint
provides revealing insights into how a prestigious sixteenth-century figure like
Loyola understood himself.
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This revisionist view of Ignatius Loyola argues that his "autobiography"—until now taken to be a literal,
documentary account—is in reality a work of rhetoric, a moral narrative that exploits the techniques of
fiction. In radically reinterpreting this canonical text, our main source of information about the founder of the
largest and most powerful religious order in Roman Catholicism, Boyle paints a vivid picture of Loyola's
world. She surveys rhetorical and artistic theory, religious iconography, everyday custom, and an astonishing
array of scenes and subjects: from curiosity, to codes of honor, to the holy places of Spain, to the
significance of apparitions and flying serpents.

Written in the tradition of Renaissance studies on individualism, Loyola's Acts engages current interest in
autobiography and in the history of private life. The book also provides a powerful heuristic for interpreting
a wide range of texts of the Christian tradition. Finally, this secular treatment of a canonized saint provides
revealing insights into how a prestigious sixteenth-century figure like Loyola understood himself.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Fascinating, brilliantly argued . . . makes a genuinely original contribution to understanding one of the
seminal figures of the Reformation/Counterreformation. It exemplifies scholarship of a range and seriousness
unusual these days."—Anthony Low, author of The Reinvention of Love

From the Back Cover
"Fascinating, brilliantly argued . . . makes a genuinely original contribution to understanding one of the
seminal figures of the Reformation/Counterreformation. It exemplifies scholarship of a range and seriousness
unusual these days." (Anthony Low, author of The Reinvention of Love)

About the Author

Marjorie O'Rourke Boyle is a cultural historian specializing in the rhetoric of religion. She is the author of
five previous books, most recently Divine Domesticity (1996) and Petrarch's Genius: Pentimento and
Prophecy (California, 1991).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

The book Loyola's Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New Historicism: Studies in Cultural Poetics) gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Loyola's Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New Historicism: Studies in Cultural
Poetics) to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and
read a publication Loyola's Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New Historicism: Studies in Cultural
Poetics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Louise Richards:

The actual book Loyola's Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New Historicism: Studies in Cultural Poetics)
will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Loyola's
Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New Historicism: Studies in Cultural Poetics) is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.



Leo Rizer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example:
internet, paper, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of
book. Typically the book that recommended for you is Loyola's Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New
Historicism: Studies in Cultural Poetics) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he
makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Duane Sills:

This Loyola's Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New Historicism: Studies in Cultural Poetics) is fresh way
for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Loyola's Acts: The Rhetoric of the Self (The New Historicism: Studies in Cultural Poetics) can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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