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In Outside Lobbying, Ken Kollman explores why and when interest group leaders
in Washington seek to mobilize the public in order to influence policy decisions
in Congress. In the past, political scientists have argued that lobbying groups
make outside appeals primarily because of their own internal dynamics--to
recruit new members, for example. Kollman, however, grants a more important
role to the need for interest group leaders to demonstrate popular support on
particular issues. He interviewed more than ninety interest group leaders and
policy makers active on issues ranging from NAFTA to housing for the poor.
While he concludes that group leaders most often appeal to the public when they
perceive that their stand has widespread popular support, he also shows that there
are many important and revealing exceptions to this pattern.

Kollman develops his theory of outside lobbying through a combination of
rational choice modeling and statistical tests that compare public opinion data
with data from his interviews about interest groups' policy positions and
activities. The tests reveal that group leaders use outside lobbying to take
advantage of pre-existing public preferences, not to recruit members or to try to
generate the mere appearance of grass-roots support. Kollman's innovative book
will clarify the complex relationship among lobbying, public opinion, and public
policy, and will set a new standard for interest group research.
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argued that lobbying groups make outside appeals primarily because of their own internal dynamics--to
recruit new members, for example. Kollman, however, grants a more important role to the need for interest
group leaders to demonstrate popular support on particular issues. He interviewed more than ninety interest
group leaders and policy makers active on issues ranging from NAFTA to housing for the poor. While he
concludes that group leaders most often appeal to the public when they perceive that their stand has
widespread popular support, he also shows that there are many important and revealing exceptions to this
pattern.

Kollman develops his theory of outside lobbying through a combination of rational choice modeling and
statistical tests that compare public opinion data with data from his interviews about interest groups' policy
positions and activities. The tests reveal that group leaders use outside lobbying to take advantage of pre-
existing public preferences, not to recruit members or to try to generate the mere appearance of grass-roots
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ken Kollman is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Green:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Outside Lobbying?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mae Marks:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Outside Lobbying. All type of book
are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Olivia Dickert:

The guide with title Outside Lobbying has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jean Taylor:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Outside Lobbying which is finding
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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