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Americastwo party system is highly stable, but its parties issue positions are
not. Democrats and Republicans have changed sides on many subjects, including
trade, civil rights, defense spending, and fiscal policy, and polarized on newer
issues like abortion and gun control. Y et party position change remains poorly
understood. In this book David Karol views parties as coalitions of groups with
intense preferences on particular issues managed by politicians. He explains
important variations in party position change: the speed of shifts, the stability of
new positions, and the extent to which change occurs via adaptation by
incumbents. Karol shows that the key question is whether parties are reacting to
changed preferences of coalition components, incorporating new constituencies,
or experimenting on "groupless’ issues. He reveals that adaptation by incumbents
isafar greater source of change than previously recognized. This study enhances
our understanding of parties, interest groups, and representation.
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Americastwo party system is highly stable, but its parties' issue positions are not. Democrats and
Republicans have changed sides on many subjects, including trade, civil rights, defense spending, and fiscal
policy, and polarized on newer issues like abortion and gun control. Y et party position change remains
poorly understood. In this book David Karol views parties as coalitions of groups with intense preferences on
particular issues managed by politicians. He explains important variationsin party position change: the speed
of shifts, the stability of new positions, and the extent to which change occurs via adaptation by incumbents.
Karal shows that the key question is whether parties are reacting to changed preferences of coalition
components, incorporating new constituencies, or experimenting on "groupless” issues. He reveals that
adaptation by incumbentsis afar greater source of change than previously recognized. This study enhances
our understanding of parties, interest groups, and representation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"We often think of the long-term stability in the positions that the parties take on major issues. Changes,
when they come, are supposed to be associated with major events, perhaps realignments. And yet, as Karol
shows, there is more change than that. Not only that, but, as he shows, there are three different paths, with
different dynamics and speeds of adjustment, the latter largely due to the role of 'interest coalitions.' Karol
demonstrates his claims through careful study of a number of particular issues, showing, inter alia, that what
we think of asleft and as right, as Democrat and Republican is afunction of parties, leaders, and interests, all
of which change over time. And, in this, we learn not only much about American palitics but about the limits
of our scholarly understandings and the theories that lie behind them."

-John Aldrich, Duke University

"David Karol's new book tackles the thorny issue of why and how parties change positions on issues. Thisis
atopic we know far too little about. Karol corrects this situation by gathering an impressive array of
evidence and thinking through many of the difficult theoretical issues that confront this tricky subject. By so
doing, he advances our understanding of interest groups, political parties, and representation. It isabook |
recommend to anyone interested in the study of party politics.”

-John G. Geer, Vanderbilt University

"Karol'sinsightful book begins by reminding us that the two U.S. political parties have completely reversed
their positions over time on such weighty issues as civil rights, trade, and fiscal policy. His original
explanation emphasizes coalitional negotiations between organizations, voters, politicians, and party leaders.
Not only do those negotiations require shiftsin party policy, they require leading politicians to change their
own policy positionsin response. Karol's account of the timely and dramatic conversions of leading
politicians on abortion and civil rights makes for fascinating reading.”

-Gary Miller, Washington University, St. Louis

About the Author

David Karol is Assistant Professor of Palitical Science at the Charles and Louise Travers Department of
Political Science, UC Berkeley. He was formerly a Visiting Scholar at the Center for the Study of
Democratic Politics at Princeton University. He is co-author of The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations
Before and After Reform and co-editor of Evolution and Revolution in the Presidential Nominations Process:
2008 and Beyond. His work has appeared in the Journa of Palitics, Studiesin American Political
Development, International Organization, Brookings Review, and The Forum. He has lectured in Europe and
Asiaand is frequently interviewed in electronic and print media.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nakia Schultz:

Party Position Change in American Palitics: Coalition Management can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the



information. The writer giving higher effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Party
Position Change in American Politics: Coalition Management nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

David Stokes:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at this point
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Party Position Change in American Politics: Coalition Management why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Joyce Shryock:

Beside thiskind of Party Position Change in American Politics: Coalition Management in your phone, it
could give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people livein
narrow village. It is good thing to have Party Position Change in American Politics: Coalition Management
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missthe item? Find
this book as well asread it from currently!

Dennis Green:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Party Position Change in American Politics:
Coalition Management can give you alot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et us have Party Position
Changein American Palitics: Coalition Management.
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