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Now an Academy Award-winning major motion picture, starring Academy
Award-winners Eddie Redmayne and Alicia Vikander and directed
by Academy Award-winner Tom Hooper

National Bestseller * A New York Times Notable Book * Winner of the Lambda
Literary Award for Transgender Fiction * Winner of the Rosenthal Foundation
Award from the American Academy of Artsand Letters* Finalist for the New
York Public Library Young Lions Award * Finalist for the American Library
Association Stonewall Book Award

Loosdly inspired by atrue story, this tender portrait of marriage asks. What do
you do when the person you love hasto change? It starts with a question, a
simple favor asked by awife of her husband while both are painting in their
studio, setting off atransformation neither can anticipate. Uniting fact and
fiction into an original romantic vision, The Danish Girl eloquently portraysthe
unique intimacy that defines every marriage and the remarkable story of Lili
Elbe, a pioneer in transgender history, and the woman torn between loyalty to her
marriage and her own ambitions and desires. The Danish Girl’slush prose and
generous emational insight make it, after the last page is turned, a deeply moving
first novel about one of the most passionate and unusual love stories of the 20th
century.
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Redmayne and Alicia Vikander and directed by Academy Award-winner Tom Hooper

National Bestseller * A New York Times Notable Book * Winner of the Lambda Literary Award for
Transgender Fiction * Winner of the Rosenthal Foundation Award from the American Academy of Arts and
Letters* Finalist for the New York Public Library Young Lions Award * Finalist for the American Library
Association Stonewall Book Award

Loosely inspired by atrue story, this tender portrait of marriage asks: What do you do when the person you
love has to change? It starts with aquestion, a simple favor asked by awife of her husband while both are
painting in their studio, setting off a transformation neither can anticipate. Uniting fact and fiction into an
original romantic vision, The Danish Girl eloquently portrays the unique intimacy that defines every
marriage and the remarkable story of Lili Elbe, a pioneer in transgender history, and the woman torn between
loyalty to her marriage and her own ambitions and desires. The Danish Girl’s lush prose and generous
emotional insight make it, after the last page is turned, a deeply moving first novel about one of the most
passionate and unusual love stories of the 20th century.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Though the title character of David Ebershoff's debut novel is atranssexual, the book is less concerned with
transgender issues than the mysterious and ineffable nature of love. Loosely based on the life of Danish
painter Einar Wegener who, in 1931, became the first man to undergo a sex-change operation, The Danish
Girl borrows the bare bones of his story as a jumping-off point for an exploration of how Wegener's
decisions affected the people around him. Chief among these is his Californian wife, Greta, also a painter,
who unwittingly sets her husband's feet on the path to transformation. While trying to finish a portrait of an
opera singer who has cancelled a sitting, she asks Einar to stand in for her subject, putting on her dress,
stockings, and shoes. The moment silk touches his skin, he is shaken:

Einar could concentrate only on the silk dressing his skin, asif it were a bandage. Y es, that was
how it felt the first time: the silk was so fine and airy that it felt like a gauze--a bal m-soaked
gauze lying delicately on healing skin. Even the embarrassment of standing before hiswife
began to no longer matter, for she was busy painting with aforeign intensity in her face. Einar
was beginning to enter a shadowy world of dreams where Anna's dress could belong to anyone,
even to him.

Greta soon recognizes her husband's affinity for feminine attire, and encourages him not only to dress like a
woman, but to take on awoman's persona, as well. "Why don't we call you Lili?" she suggests. What starts
out as a harmless game soon evolves into something deeper, and potentially threatening to their marriage.

Y et Greta's love proves to be enduring if not immutable. As Einar inexorably transforms, he steps beyond
"that small dark space between two people where a marriage exists* and Greta lets him go.

Ebershoff does aremarkable job of historical prestidigitation, creating the sights and sounds and smells of
1930s Denmark and making it seem easy. Even more remarkable is his treatment of Greta: he gets inside her
head and heart, and renders her in such loving detail that her reactions make perfect sense. Einar is more of a
cipher, and ultimately less interesting than hiswife. But in the end, thisis Greta's book and David Ebershoff
has done her proud. The Danish Girl marks a promising fictional debut. --Sheila Bright

From Publishers Weekly

Ebershoff, the publishing director at Modern Library, has taken a highly unusual subject--and a big chance--
for hisfirst novel. That it comes off triumphantly is atribute to his taste and restraint and to the highly
empathetic quality of hisimagination. His book is based on the real-life story of Einar Wegener, a Danish
artist who 70 years ago became the first man to be medically transformed into a woman--long before the
much better-known case of Christine Jorgensen. Ebershoff has naturally changed some of the characters,
giving Einar an American wife from his own native city of Pasadena, thereby introducing a New World
perspective on the drama. For avery real dramait is. Einar struggles with hisinclinations to become the
woman he and hiswife, Greta, refer to as Lili, seemingly more agonized about what the change would mean
than Greta, who is deeply loving and amazingly supportive throughout Einar's long ordeal. Seldom has the
delicate question of sexual identity been more subtly probed (one would have to go all the way back to Jan
Morris's autobiographical Conundrum); and Ebershoff's remarkable feel for the period atmosphere and detail
of 1920s Copenhagen and early-'30s Dresden, where Lili's life-transforming operation is finally performed,
has been poetically and intensely rendered. The portraits of the various medical men who offer their very
different solutions to the problem are brilliantly accomplished. The original story ended much more
unhappily than Ebershoff's, but his poignant and visionary conclusion is afitting one for what is, above al,



and despite its sensationalist trimmings, a profound and beautifully realized love story. Eight-city author
tour; rights sold in Germany, Italy, U.K., Spain, Australia, Brazil, Finland, Portugal, the Netherlands and
Denmark. (Feb.)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Another fact-based novel, set in the 1920s, featuring a Danish artist intent on becoming awoman and the
wife who loves him (her?). Written by the publishing director of Modern Library, this debut has already
generated huge foreign sales.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Martd:

This The Danish Girl: A Novel are usualy reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Danish Girl: A Novel can be one of several great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Danish Girl: A Novel giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So, let's haveit and luxuriate in reading.

Wilma Bates:

This book untitled The Danish Girl: A Novel to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will easily to buy this book
in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no
reason to you to past this book from your list.

Tara Smith:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Danish Girl: A
Novel that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but
for al of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you are able to pick The Danish Girl: A Novel become your own starter.



Lucy Carson:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This publication The Danish Girl: A Novel wasfilled regarding science.
Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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