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Every nation has its founding myth, and for modern Chinait isthe Long March.
In 1934, the fledgling Communist Party and its 200,000 strong armies were
forced out of their bases by Chiang Kaishek and his National troops. Walking
more than 10,000 miles over mountains, grassland and swamps, they suffered
appalling casualties and ended up in the remote barren North. Just one-fifth
survived; they went on to launch the new Chinain the heat of revolution. A
legend was born. Justified by aremarkable feat, the Long March was also a
triumph of propaganda, for Mao and for the revolution. Seventy years later Sun
Shuyun set out to retrace the Marchers' steps. The rugged landscape has changed
little. Her greatest difficult was in wrestling with the scenes lodged in her mind
since childhood, part of the upbringing of every Chinese. On each stage of her
journey, she found hidden stories: the ruthless purges, the terrible toll of hunger
and disease, the fate of women on the March, the huge number of desertions, the
futile desths. The real story of the March, the most vivid pictures, come from the
veterans whom Sun Shuyun has found. She follows their trail through all those
harsh miles, discovers their faith and disillusion, their pain and their hopes, and
also recounts how many suffered even after the March'send in 1936. 'The Long
March' was an epic journey of endurance, even more severe than history books
say, and courage against impossible odds. It is abrave, exciting and tragic story.
Sun Shuyun tellsit for the first time, asit really happened.
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Every nation has its founding myth, and for modern Chinait is the Long March. In 1934, the fledgling
Communist Party and its 200,000 strong armies were forced out of their bases by Chiang Kaishek and his
National troops. Walking more than 10,000 miles over mountains, grassland and swamps, they suffered
appalling casualties and ended up in the remote barren North. Just one-fifth survived; they went on to launch
the new Chinain the heat of revolution. A legend was born. Justified by aremarkable feat, the Long March
was also atriumph of propaganda, for Mao and for the revolution. Seventy years later Sun Shuyun set out to
retrace the Marchers' steps. The rugged landscape has changed little. Her greatest difficult was in wrestling
with the scenes lodged in her mind since childhood, part of the upbringing of every Chinese. On each stage
of her journey, she found hidden stories: the ruthless purges, the terrible toll of hunger and disease, the fate
of women on the March, the huge number of desertions, the futile deaths. Thereal story of the March, the
most vivid pictures, come from the veterans whom Sun Shuyun has found. She follows their trail through all
those harsh miles, discovers their faith and disillusion, their pain and their hopes, and also recounts how
many suffered even after the March's end in 1936. 'The Long March' was an epic journey of endurance, even
more severe than history books say, and courage against impossible odds. It is a brave, exciting and tragic
story. Sun Shuyun tellsit for the first time, asit really happened.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...an impressive job of on-the-ground reporting, interweaving the memories of survivorsto build up the
narrative... ' Observer 'Sun Shuyun provides a sympathetic account, and ...all the more refreshing because of
the grit of her own travails.' The Times '[Sun Shuyun's] isalively and very human account." Sunday
Telegraph '...a testament to Shuyun's old-fashioned journalistic values. She has gone to places where
something has happened and asked questions.' Telegraph '...from the ocean of lies about the Long March she
has salvaged much truth. | hope...Shuyun writes more books...' Literary Review There is awarmth to Sun
Shuyun's account that makes it much more readable [than Jung Chang's Mao biography]...her own personal
voyage of discovery adds poignancy to her vividly descriptive book.' Metro

About the Author

Sun Shuyun was born in Chinain the 1960s. She graduated from Beijing University and won a scholarship to
Oxford. Sheisafilm and television producer and has made documentaries for the BBC, Channel 4 and
international broadcasters. For the past decade she has divided her time between Beijing and London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Pamela Jernigan:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book THE LONG MARCH. ended up being making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book THE LONG MARCH. is hot only giving you alot more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book THE LONG MARCH.. You never redly feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Bruce Williamson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This THE LONG MARCH. book is readable by you who hate the
perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of THE LONG MARCH. content
conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such asit. So, do you still thinking THE LONG MARCH. is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

James Edgar:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading



habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The THE LONG MARCH. iskind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Carmen Pinto:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So, if we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read isusually THE LONG MARCH..
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