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When Nelson Mandela was el ected president of South Africain 1994, freedom-
loving people around the world hailed a victory over racial domination, injustice
and inequality. The end of apartheid did not change the basic conditions of life
for the majority of oppressed South Africans, however. Material inequality has
deepened and new forms of resistance have emerged in commnities that have
discovered a common oppression and solidarty and forged new and dynamic
political identities.

Desai's book follows the growth of the most unexpected of these community
movements, describing from the inside the process through which the
downtrodden regain their dignity and defend the most basic conditions of life.
His book begins with one specific community, with local government enforcing
cut-offs of water and electricity, and evicting families from their houses whose
breadwinners have lost their jobs. As the Chatsworth community beginsto
organize and discover leaders among its ranks, so their example spreads to other
communitiesin Durban and the KwaZulu-Natal region, and their struggles build
links with those in other parts of the new South Africa.

We Arethe Poorswas amajor event in the life of the South African Left when
the first edition was published there in 2000. This new edition follows the
ongoing course of eventsto the present.
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When Nelson Mandela was elected president of South Africain 1994, freedom-loving people around the
world hailed avictory over racial domination, injustice and inequality. The end of apartheid did not change
the basic conditions of life for the majority of oppressed South Africans, however. Material inequality has
deepened and new forms of resistance have emerged in commnities that have discovered a common
oppression and solidarty and forged new and dynamic political identities.

Desai's book follows the growth of the most unexpected of these community movements, describing from
the inside the process through which the downtrodden regain their dignity and defend the most basic
conditions of life. His book begins with one specific community, with local government enforcing cut-offs of
water and electricity, and evicting families from their houses whose breadwinners have lost their jobs. Asthe
Chatsworth community begins to organize and discover |eaders among its ranks, so their example spreads to
other communitiesin Durban and the KwaZulu-Natal region, and their struggles build links with those in
other parts of the new South Africa.

We Arethe Poorswas amgjor event in the life of the South African Left when the first edition was
published there in 2000. This new edition follows the ongoing course of eventsto the present.
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Editorial Review
Review

“An exceptionally vivid and precise account of daily experiences in the new class apartheid ... Desai's book
tells the story of how desperation and powerlessness have turned into organized opposition and an articul ate,
sophisticated language of resistance.”

-Mail & Guardian

“Oneistransported from barricade to courtroom to communal cooking-pot to dance-floor. Y ou get to see the
struggle from theinside out ... All | know who have read it, feel in fighting form after putting it down.”
-Natal Mercury

About the Author

Ashwin Desai teaches at the Workers' College in Durban, South Africa, and is a newspaper columnist. Heis
the author of Arise Ye Coolies and South Africa: Sill Revolting.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sheila Gallagher:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the We Are the Poors:
Community Strugglesin Post-Apartheid South Africais kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Tom Burkhardt:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying We Are the Poors:
Community Strugglesin Post-Apartheid South Africathat give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comesto the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So,
for al of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick We Are the Poors; Community



Strugglesin Post-Apartheid South Africa become your current starter.

Candace Edwards:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication We Are the Poors: Community Struggles in Post-Apartheid South
Africawasfilled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technol ogy
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.

Joseph Levis:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book We Are the Poors: Community Struggles in Post-Apartheid
South Africawas multi-colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book We Are the Poors:
Community Strugglesin Post-Apartheid South Africa has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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