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The characteristic act of men at war is not dying, but killing. Politicians and
military historians may gloss over human slaughter, emphasizing the defense of
national honor, but for men in active service, warfare means being - or becoming
- efficient killers. In An Intimate History of Killing, historian Joanna Bourke asks:
What are the social and psychological dynamics of becoming the best " citizen
soldiers?” What kind of men become the best killers? How do they readjust to
civilian life?These questions are answered in this groundbreaking new work that
won, while still in manuscript, the Fraenkel Prize for Contemporary History.
Excerpting from letters, diaries, memoirs, and reports of British, American, and
Australian veterans of three wars (World War |, World War I1, and Vietnam),
Bourke concludes that the structure of war encourages pleasure in killing and that
perfectly ordinary, gentle human beings can, and often do, become enthusiastic
killers without being brutalized.This graphic, unromanticized look at men at war
is sure to revise many long-held beliefs about the nature of violence.
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The characteristic act of men at war is not dying, but killing. Politicians and military historians may gloss
over human slaughter, emphasizing the defense of national honor, but for men in active service, warfare
means being - or becoming - efficient killers. In An Intimate History of Killing, historian Joanna Bourke
asks: What are the socia and psychological dynamics of becoming the best " citizen soldiers?” What kind of
men become the best killers? How do they readjust to civilian life?These questions are answered in this
groundbreaking new work that won, while still in manuscript, the Fraenkel Prize for Contemporary History.
Excerpting from letters, diaries, memoirs, and reports of British, American, and Australian veterans of three
wars (World War |, World War 11, and Viethnam), Bourke concludes that the structure of war encourages
pleasurein killing and that perfectly ordinary, gentle human beings can, and often do, become enthusiastic
killers without being brutalized.This graphic, unromanticized look at men at war is sure to revise many long-
held beliefs about the nature of violence.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"The characteristic act of men at war is not dying, it iskilling".

With that unsettling--yet incontrovertible--assertion, Joanna Bourke opens her investigation of how
servicemen deal with the most willfully ignored of wartime activities. Drawing on private |etters and diaries
of men (and afew women) from the First and Second World Wars and Vietnam, she shows not only how
military men talk of their fears and anxieties--familiar enough territory--but also how they talk of joy and
pleasure: the physical, sexual excitement of killing other men.

Initsown right, the material--lucidly and wittily handled--is fascinating enough. But across Britain, the U.S,,
and Australia, across three distinct wars, the same stories come through loud and clear: the joy of a man-to-
man combat, which, ironically, became less and less common through the century. As Bourke shows, these
powerful stories were influenced by the combat tales in magazines, novels, and films that enthralled boys
across generations. In the end, despite the best efforts of the military, the experience of war cannot be
prepared for.

Some may have reservations about Bourke's conclusions, but the huge mass of detail she bringsto light in An
Intimate History of Killing forces us at the very least to reconsider those easy clichés about the brutalizing,
traumatizing effects of war. --Alan Stewart, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly

A historian at London's Birbeck College, Bourke (Dismembering the Male) writes that she "aimsto put
killing back into military history." To do so, she focuses on the two world wars and Vietnam, examining
American, British and Australian combatants' writings. Soldiers' letters and diaries, she writes, "weave
together domestic triviawith a narrative of murder,” combining surprising pleasure with persistent guilt.
Bourke finds that men at war often harbored contradictory notions of their behavior, claiming that they were
"following orders’ while still trying to accept personal responsibility for their actions. Bourke also examines
theories of combat and killing held by psychologists, sociologists and literary writers. Some of the surprises
she offers refute conventional belief. In alarge-scale firefight, only 25% of men ordered to shoot will shoot;
the other three-quarters are "essential for morale." Later chapters concern "fraternizing” and battlefield
homoeratics, war crimes and massacres, doctors, chaplains, and women in combat. Admirers of Paul
Fussell's books about both world wars will appreciate Bourke's methods. Against Fussell's stress on war's
disagreeabl e burdens, she emphasizes its mixed motives and even pleasures: many soldiers liked their
bayonet training, and many fighter pilots loved their work. A persuasive final chapter attacks the
"brutalization thesis," the claim (advanced frequently after Vietnam) that combat obliterates a soldier's
conscience. Bourke makes the disturbing and convincing argument that soldiers can kill, and even enjoy it,
while retaining their senses of self and society, right and wrong. (Nov.)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This extraordinary book deals with war not as seen on some green-tinted TV screen but as experienced by
men (and some women) at the front. Focusing mostly on World Wars| and |1 and Vietnam, these firsthand
accounts from British, American, and Australian combatants are riveting. While dealing primarily with war
as experienced on the ground, this book also looks at war as seen by combat air crews. The chapters describe



the men's emations (including awkwardness) as they engage in combat, the attempts (more or less
successful) of various nations to train men as killers, atrocities (with special attention being paid to the
massacre at My Lai), the effects of combat on medics and chaplains, and women's experiences in combat.
This fine work has extensive notes and a large bibliography. Bourke (history, Birbeck Coll., London) isthe
author of such works as Dismembering the Male: Men's Bodies, Britain, and the Great War. For public
libraries and military history collections. (Illustrations not seen.)AJoseph Toschik, Half Moon Bay P.L., CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Shafer:

The guide untitled An Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfareis the
guide that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did alot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of An Intimate History
of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy freetime.

Norma Dicker son:

A lot of people aways spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book An Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century
Warfare it is extremely good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not
to cover but this book offers high quality.

William Rice:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this An Intimate History of Killing: Face
to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare book written by well-known writer who really knows well

how to make book which can be understand by anyone who aso read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt An
Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare as good book not only by the
cover but also by the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.



Deborah Lacey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by web on socia media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It
iscalled of book An Intimate History of Killing: Faceto Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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