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In a masterly synthesis of historical and literary analysis, Giuseppe Mazzotta
shows how medieval knowledge systems--the cycle of the liberal arts, ethics,
politics, and theology--interacted with poetry and elevated the Divine Comedy to
a central position in shaping all other forms of discursive knowledge. To trace the
circle of Dante's intellectual concerns, Mazzotta examines the structure and aims
of medieval encyclopedias, especially in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries; the
medieval classification of knowledge; the battle of the arts; the role of the
imagination; the tension between knowledge and vision; and Dante's theological
speculations in his constitution of what Mazzotta calls aesthetic, ludic theology.
As a poet, Dante puts himself at the center of intellectual debates of his time and
radically redefines their configuration. In this book, Mazzotta offers powerful
new readings of a poet who stands amid his culture's crisis and fragmentation,
one who responds to and counters them in his work. In a critical gesture that
enacts Dante's own insight, Mazzotta's practice is also a fresh contribution to the
theoretical literary debates of the present.

Originally published in 1992.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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Editorial Review

Review

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1993

"Mazzotta's path-breaking alignment of medieval encyclopedias with Dante's poem sets new trends for Dante
scholarship while silencing the debate between formalists and non-formalists which has directed Dante
scholarship since the turn of the century. The book also offers startling new directions for medieval studies in
general."--Brenda Deen Schildgen, Modern Language Notes

About the Author
Giuseppe Mazzotta is Charles C. and Dorathea S. Dilley Professor of Italian Literature and Culture at Yale
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Moore:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton
Legacy Library) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dante's Vision and
the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library).

Pauline Jones:

You will get this Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.



Betty Blake:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton
Legacy Library) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Frank Arnett:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Dante's Vision and the Circle of Knowledge (Princeton Legacy Library)
when you essential it?
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