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In this volume, Anne-Marie Luijendijk presents for the first time a new early
Christian divinatory text, preserved in a fifth-or sixth-century Coptic miniature
codex, entitled The Gospel of the Lots of Mary, and places it within the context
of practices of and debates about divination in the ancient Mediterranean world.
Casting lots to obtain answers was applied in decision-making on all levels of
ancient society. As a religious practice, lot divination was also highly contested,
as access to these practices and thus to the divine meant control of powers,
religiously and socially. The text, replete with biblical phrases but fundamentally
materialistic in worldview, disrupts our concepts of what is religious in the
ancient world. Luijendijk contributes to discussions in the study of religion that
question the categories of religion and magic. She also contributes to scholarship
on the production and use of books.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book contains everything a scholarly reader could wish to have in a book: a hitherto unknown ancient
text in its original language with an English translation, a short commentary, an extensive introduction,
photos of the complete manuscript, a full list of the text's vocabulary, various indexes, and a bibliography.

[...]

The book is a welcome addition to the dossier of 'non-orthodox' Christian material from late antiquity. The
author shows her competence in this field at every page. And the book is written in a lively and fluent style
which makes it a pleasure to read. Every student interested in early Christian divination should read it."
--Pieter W. van der Horst, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owen:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Forbidden Oracles?: The Gospel of the Lots of Mary (Studien Und Texte Zu Antike Und Christentum /
Studies and Texts in Antiquity and Christianity)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kristy Douglas:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Forbidden Oracles?: The
Gospel of the Lots of Mary (Studien Und Texte Zu Antike Und Christentum / Studies and Texts in Antiquity
and Christianity). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Joan Stump:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing



video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Forbidden Oracles?: The Gospel of the Lots of Mary (Studien Und Texte
Zu Antike Und Christentum / Studies and Texts in Antiquity and Christianity) it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Edward Davidson:

Beside that Forbidden Oracles?: The Gospel of the Lots of Mary (Studien Und Texte Zu Antike Und
Christentum / Studies and Texts in Antiquity and Christianity) in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Forbidden Oracles?: The Gospel of the Lots of Mary (Studien Und Texte Zu Antike Und
Christentum / Studies and Texts in Antiquity and Christianity) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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