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Since the end of the Cold War, Japan's security environment has changed
significantly. While, on the global level, the United Statesis still Japan's most
important security partner, the nature of the partnership has changed as a result of
shifting demands from the United States, new international challenges such asthe
North Korean nuclear programme and the rapid rise of China. At the sametime,
Japan has been confronted with new, ‘non-traditional’ security threats such as
international terrorism, the spread of infectious diseases, and global
environmental problems. On the domestic level, demographic change, labour
migration, economic decline, workplace insecurity, and a weakening impact of
policy initiatives challenge the sustainability of the lifestyle of many Japanese
and have led to a heightened sense of insecurity among the Japanese public.

This book focuses on the domestic discourse on insecurity in Japan and goes
beyond military security. The chapters cover issues such as Japan’s growing
perception of regional and global insecurity; the changing role of military forces;
the perceived risk of Chinese foreign investment; societal, cultural and |abour
insecurity and how it is affected by demographic changes and migration; as well
as food insecurity and its challenges to health and public policy. Each chapter
asks how the Japanese public perceives these insecurities; how these perceptions
influence the public discourse, the main stakeholders of this discourse, and how
this affects state-society relations and government policies.

Governing Insecurity in Japan provides new insights into Japanese and
international discourses on security and insecurity, and the ways in which
security is conceptualized in Japan. As such, it will be of interest to students and
scholars working on Japanese politics, security studies and international
relations.
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Since the end of the Cold War, Japan's security environment has changed significantly. While, on the global
level, the United Statesis still Japan's most important security partner, the nature of the partnership has
changed as aresult of shifting demands from the United States, new international challenges such asthe
North Korean nuclear programme and the rapid rise of China. At the same time, Japan has been confronted
with new, ‘non-traditional’ security threats such as international terrorism, the spread of infectious diseases,
and global environmental problems. On the domestic level, demographic change, labour migration,
economic decline, workplace insecurity, and a weakening impact of policy initiatives challenge the
sustainability of the lifestyle of many Japanese and have led to a heightened sense of insecurity among the
Japanese public.

This book focuses on the domestic discourse on insecurity in Japan and goes beyond military security. The
chapters cover issues such as Japan’ s growing perception of regional and global insecurity; the changing role
of military forces; the perceived risk of Chinese foreign investment; societal, cultural and labour insecurity
and how it is affected by demographic changes and migration; as well asfood insecurity and its challenges to
health and public policy. Each chapter asks how the Japanese public perceives these insecurities; how these
perceptions influence the public discourse, the main stakeholders of this discourse, and how this affects
state-society relations and government policies.

Governing Insecurity in Japan provides new insights into Japanese and international discourses on security
and insecurity, and the ways in which security is conceptualized in Japan. As such, it will be of interest to
students and scholars working on Japanese politics, security studies and international relations.
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Editorial Review
Review

Governing Insecurity in Japan provides, by contrast, a great breadth of consideration of how Japanese in the
21st century view their and Japan's security. The three editors of the volume deserve kudos for assembling
such abroad overview, rooted in the concept of "securitization” in vogue among especially European-
educated scholars. Each of the eight chaptersis clearly written and carefully edited, well-argued with
research questions stressed at the outset, methods discussed, and central findings summarized in a
concluding section. Each chapter also provides a concise historical overview of the specific topic that will be
useful to those new to the subject matter.

Andrew Oros (2015), Pacific Affairs: Vaol. 88:4, pp.917-921

About the Author

Wilhelm Vosseis Professor in the Department of Politics and International Relations at the International
Christian University, Japan.

Reinhard Drifte is Emeritus Professor of Japanese Politics at Newcastle University, UK.

Verena Blechinger-Talcott is Professor in the Department of Japanese Studies at Berlin Free University,
Germany.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Curtis Salas;

Within other case, little persons like to read book Governing Insecurity in Japan: The Domestic Discourse
and Policy Response (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series). Y ou can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant some sort of book
Governing Insecurity in Japan: The Domestic Discourse and Policy Response (Sheffield Centre for Japanese
Studies/Routledge Series). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open abook as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you
fedl fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jeremy Brown:

The book Governing Insecurity in Japan: The Domestic Discourse and Policy Response (Sheffield Centre for
Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your
capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make reading a book Governing Insecurity in Japan: The Domestic Discourse



and Policy Response (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) to be your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a book Governing Insecurity in Japan: The Domestic
Discourse and Policy Response (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series). Kinds of book are
alot of. It meansthat, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Robert Higby:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. Governing Insecurity in Japan: The Domestic Discourse and Policy Response
(Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Sharon Wilson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Governing Insecurity in Japan: The
Domestic Discourse and Policy Response (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) can give
you alot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Governing Insecurity in Japan: The Domestic
Discourse and Policy Response (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series).
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