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This short, smart book tells you everything you need to know about "nothing."
What remains when you take all the matter away? Can empty space--"nothing"--
exist? To answer these questions, eminent scientist Frank Close takes us on a
lively and accessible journey that ranges from ancient ideas and cultural
superstitions to the frontiers of current research, illuminating the story of how
scientists have explored the void and the rich discoveries they have made there.
Readers will find an enlightening history of the vacuum: how the efforts to make
a better vacuum led to the discovery of the electron; the ideas of Newton, Mach,
and Einstein on the nature of space and time; the mysterious aether and how
Einstein did away with it; and the latest ideas that the vacuum is filled with the
Higgs field. The story ranges from the absolute zero of temperature and the
seething vacuum of virtual particles and anti-particles that fills space, to the
extreme heat and energy of the early universe.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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This short, smart book tells you everything you need to know about "nothing." What remains when you take
all the matter away? Can empty space--"nothing"--exist? To answer these questions, eminent scientist Frank
Close takes us on a lively and accessible journey that ranges from ancient ideas and cultural superstitions to
the frontiers of current research, illuminating the story of how scientists have explored the void and the rich
discoveries they have made there. Readers will find an enlightening history of the vacuum: how the efforts to
make a better vacuum led to the discovery of the electron; the ideas of Newton, Mach, and Einstein on the
nature of space and time; the mysterious aether and how Einstein did away with it; and the latest ideas that
the vacuum is filled with the Higgs field. The story ranges from the absolute zero of temperature and the
seething vacuum of virtual particles and anti-particles that fills space, to the extreme heat and energy of the
early universe.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
`Review from previous edition: All in all, this book makes for some fascinating reading.' Chemistry World,
Dennis Rouvray.

`An accessible and entertaining read for layperson and scientist alike.' Physics World

`The Void is well worth reading.' Robert Cailliau. CERN Courier.

`It covers very complicated concepts in a mostly accessible way.' Lawrence Rudnick, Nature

`A fascinating subject covered by a fascinating book.' Marcus Chown, Focus

About the Author

Frank Close, OBE, is Professor of Physics at Oxford University and a Fellow of Exeter College and was
formerly vice president of the British Association for Advancement of Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nichole Gibson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Nothing: A Very
Short Introduction.

Wilma Tovar:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually Nothing: A Very Short Introduction.



Charlotte Neville:

You can obtain this Nothing: A Very Short Introduction by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.

Carol Ramirez:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
Nothing: A Very Short Introduction we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Nothing: A Very Short Introduction. You can
more pleasing than now.
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