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In Reinventing the Melting Pot, twenty-one of the writers who have thought
longest and hardest about immigration come together around a surprising
consensus:. yes, immigrant absorption still works-and given the number of
newcomers arriving today, the nation's future depends on it. But it need not be
incompatible with ethnic identity-and we as a nation need to find new ways to
talk about and encourage becoming American. In the wake of 9/11 it couldn't be
more important to help these newcomers find away to fit in. Running through
these essays is a single common theme: Although ethnicity plays a more
important role now than ever before, today's newcomers can and will become
Americans and enrich our national life-reinventing the melting pot and reminding
us al what we have in common.
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In Reinventing the Melting Pot, twenty-one of the writers who have thought longest and hardest about
immigration come together around a surprising consensus. yes, immigrant absorption still works-and given
the number of newcomers arriving today, the nation's future depends on it. But it need not be incompatible
with ethnic identity-and we as a nation need to find new ways to talk about and encourage becoming
American. In the wake of 9/11 it couldn't be more important to help these newcomers find away to fit in.
Running through these essays is a single common theme: Although ethnicity plays a more important role
now than ever before, today's newcomers can and will become Americans and enrich our national life-
reinventing the melting pot and reminding us all what we have in common.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In 1908, English immigrant Israel Zangwill coined the term "melting pot" as atitle for his newest play, a
vision of America as an Eden where al races and ethnicities melted happily into a harmonious whole. One of
the most enduring catchphrases in our lexicon, the "melting pot,” as both ideal and reality is discussed and
dissected in this collection of 22 essays from an appropriately diverse assortment of writers. Divided into
five sections, the book examines the process of assimilation through historical, political, economic and racial
lenses, and scrutinizes the impact of immigration on contemporary American society. This variety of
perspectives makes the book an engaging and enlightening look at a phenomenon—immigration—that has
often been plagued by misunderstanding. With contributions from journalists like Pete Hamilland and
Michael Barone—who examines the acute challenges faced by immigrants after September 11—the book
achieves a deep richness. Brimming with statistics (e.g. second—generation Latinos earn 50% more than first-
generation Latinos; more than half of Asians and Hispanics now marry whites), the collection offers fresh
viewpoints on modern immigration trends. Most of the writers agree that the words "melting pot" do not
accurately describe the process of assimilation, or of Americans' national identity. With tempered optimism,
contributor Herbert J. Gans offers a new metaphor, comparing the ethnic makeup of the country to a
kaleidoscope "in constant flux" that creates "the overall pattern of the nation." Much at issue among the
writersisthe idea of assimilation, which can be seen as either a positive force or as athreat to the cultural
identity. Most concur, however, on itsinevitability. Editor Jacoby concludes that "we are a unique nation:
defined not by blood or ancestry, but by a set of shared ideas." The acclimation to these ideas is an ongoing
and difficult process, at once changing the countenance of the country and confirming the notion of yet
another noteworthy catchphrase, e pluribus unum— from many, one.
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From Booklist

Jacoby has assembled a thoughtful, provocative collection of essays that reconsiders and ultimately attempts
to reinvent the traditional myth of the American melting pot. With the immigrant population continuing to
increase and the demographic landscape of the nation rapidly altering--one in nine Americans is now
foreign-born, and blacks, Hispanics, and Asians now constitute more than 30 percent of the population--it
seems to be an appropriate time to challenge an outmoded set of beliefs and values. These 21 essays
endeavor to provide unique and often unorthodox answers to conventional immigration and citizenship
guestions. Asthe various socia scientists, journalists, and writers included discuss the nature and the
practicality of twenty-first-century assimilation and cultural identity, the reader is treated to an exciting new
vision of what it meansto be an American in an increasingly global and richly diverse society. Margaret
Flanagan

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"An exciting new vision of what it means to be American in an increasingly global and richly diverse
society." -- - Booklist

"Careful, reasoned assessments of the current state of immigration and immigrants in a nation that constantly
renews itself with newcomers." -- - Los Angles Times
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Larry Carvajal:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American book as starter and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joan Freeman:

This Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Reinventing the
Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American can be one of the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that
might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Reinventing the Melting Pot: The
New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American forcing you to have an enormous of experience such
asrich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Andrea Behnke:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Wilbert York:

This Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American is fresh way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So,
don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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