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Why does Skippy, afourteen-year-old boy at Dublin's venerable Seabrook
College, end up dead on the floor of the local doughnut shop?

Could it have something to do with his friend Ruprecht Van Doren, an
overweight genius who is determined to open a portal into a parallel universe
using ten-dimensional string theory?

Could it involve Carl, the teenage drug dealer and borderline psychotic who is
Skippy'srival in love?

Or could "the Automator"—the ruthless, smooth-talking headmaster intent on
modernizing the school—have something to hide?

Why Skippy dies and what happens next is the subject of this dazzling and
uproarious novel, unraveling a mystery that links the boys of Seabrook College
to their parents and teachers in ways nobody could have imagined. With a cast of
characters that ranges from hip-hop-loving fourteen-year-old Eoin "MC
Sexecutioner" Flynn to basketballplaying midget Philip Kilfether, packed with
questions and answers on everything from Ritalin, to M-theory, to bungee
jumping, to the hidden meaning of the poetry of Robert Frost, Skippy Diesisa
heartfelt, hilarious portrait of the pain, joy, and occasional beauty of adolescence,
and atragic depiction of aworld always happy to sacrifice its weakest members.
Asthe twenty-first century enters its teenage years, thisis a breathtaking novel
from ayoung writer who will come to define his generation.
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Why does Skippy, afourteen-year-old boy at Dublin's venerable Seabrook College, end up dead on the floor
of thelocal doughnut shop?

Could it have something to do with his friend Ruprecht Van Doren, an overweight genius who is determined
to open a portal into a parallel universe using ten-dimensional string theory?

Could it involve Carl, the teenage drug dealer and borderline psychotic who is Skippy'srival in love?

Or could "the Automator"—the ruthless, smooth-talking headmaster intent on modernizing the school—have
something to hide?

Why Skippy dies and what happens next is the subject of this dazzling and uproarious novel, unraveling a
mystery that links the boys of Seabrook College to their parents and teachers in ways nobody could have
imagined. With acast of characters that ranges from hip-hop-loving fourteen-year-old Ecin "MC
Sexecutioner” Flynn to basketballplaying midget Philip Kilfether, packed with questions and answers on
everything from Ritalin, to M-theory, to bungee jumping, to the hidden meaning of the poetry of Robert
Frost, Skippy Diesis a heartfelt, hilarious portrait of the pain, joy, and occasional beauty of adolescence, and
atragic depiction of aworld always happy to sacrifice its weakest members. As the twenty-first century
entersits teenage years, thisis a breathtaking novel from ayoung writer who will come to define his
generation.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Best Books of the Month, September 2010: Seabrook College is an all-boys Catholic prep school
in contemporary Dublin, where the founding Fathers flounder under a new administration obsessed with the
school's "brand” and teachers vacillate between fear and apathy when faced with rooms full of texting,
hyper-tense, hormone-fueled boys. It's the boys--and one boy in particular--that give this raucous, tender
novel its emotional kick. Daniel "Skippy" Juster is abreed apart from his friends, more sensitive than any of
them, but never visibly reactive to the pressures that weigh heavily on him. The eventsthat lead to his
untimely (though tragicomic) death unfold scene by scene, in a chorus of perfectly executed moments that
are powerful enough to make you laugh and weep at once. When you read Skippy Dies, you won't
necessarily feel like ateenager again--and in fact, may realize you'd never want to--but you'll certainly
appreciate how painful, exhilarating, and confusing it till isto grow up. --Anne Bartholomew

From Booklist

*Starred Review™* It's no spoiler to acknowledge that Skippy, the main character in Murray’ s second novel,
doesindeed die, since the boy is a goner by page 5 of the prologue. Following his character’s untimely
demise, Murray takes the reader back in time to learn more about the sweetly engaging Skippy—a 14-year-
old student at a historic Catholic boys school in Dublin—and his friends Ruprecht, a near geniuswho is
passionately interested in string theory; Mario, a self-styled lothario; and Dennis, the resident cynic. We also
meet the girl with whom Skippy is hopelessly in love, Lori, and his béte noire, Carl, adrug-dealing,
psychopathic fellow student who isalso in love with Lori. The faculty have their innings, too, especially the
history teacher Howard (the Coward) Fallon, who has also fallen in love—he with the alluring substitute
teacher Miss Mclntyre. And then there is the truly dreadful assistant principal, Greg Costigan. In this darkly
comic novel of adolescence (in some cases arrested), we also learn about the unexpected consequences of
Skippy’ s death, something of contemporary Irish life, and a great deal about the intersections of science and
metaphysics and the ineluctable interconnectedness of the past and the present. At 672 pages, thisis an
extremely ambitious and complex novel, filled with parallels, with sometimes recondite referencesto Irish
folklore, with quantum physics, and with much more. Hilarious, haunting, and heartbreaking, it isinarguably
among the most memorable novels of the year to date. --Michael Cart

Review
Praise for Kippy Dies:

“Extravagantly entertaining . . . One of the great pleasures of this novel is how confidently [Paul Murray]
addresses such disparate topics as quantum physics, video games, early-20th-century mysticism, celebrity
infatuation, drug dealing, Irish folklore and pornography . . . Six hundred sixty-one pages may seem like alot
to devote to a bunch of flatulence-obsessed kids, but that daunting length is part and parcel of the causeto
which Skippy Dies, in the end, is most devoted. Teenagers, though they may not always act like it, are human
beings, and their sadness and loneliness (and their triumphs, no matter how temporary) are as momentous as
any adult’s And novels about them—if they’ re as smart and funny and touching as Skippy Dies—can be just
aslong asthey like.” —Dan Kois, The New York Times Book Review

“Murray’s humor and inventiveness never flag. And despite a serious theme—what happens to boys and men
when they realize the world isn’t the sparkly planetarium they had hoped for—Skippy Dies leaves you
feeling hopeful and hungry for life. Just not for doughnuts.” —Entertainment Weekly, Grade: A


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“Dazzling . . . If killing your protagonist with more than 600 pages to go sounds audacious, it's nothing
compared with the literary feats Murray pulls off in this hilarious, moving and wise book . . . It's the Moby
Dick of Irish prep schools. . . Murray is an expansive writer, bouncing around in time, tense and point of
view. He' s unafraid to tempt sentimentality, to write directly at his deep themes, to employ shameless
cliffhangers. And he’ s talented enough to get away with most of it . . . The mixture of tonesis the book’ s true
triumph, oscillating the banal with the sublime, the silly with the terrifying, the ...

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Danny Miller:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer isreading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Skippy Dies: A Novel book because book
offersyou rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there
isno doubt in it everbody knows.

Albert Guerra:

The actual book Skippy Dies: A Novel will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to describe the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you.
The book Skippy Dies: A Novel is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

GoldieOleary:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Skippy Dies: A Novel can be great book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kirk Banks:

The actual book Skippy Dies:. A Novel has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can
get alot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this
book.
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