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In this characteristically concise, witty, and lucid book, Terry Eagleton turns his
attention to the questions we should ask about literature, but rarely do. What is
literature? Can we even speak of "literature" at all? What do different literary
theories tell us about what texts mean and do? In throwing new light on these and
other questions he has raised in previous best-sellers, Eagleton offers a new
theory of what we mean by literature. He also shows what it is that a great many
different literary theories have in common.

In a highly unusual combination of critical theory and analytic philosophy, the
author sees all literary work, from novels to poems, as a strategy to contain a
reality that seeks to thwart that containment, and in doing so throws up new
problems that the work tries to resolve. The "event" of literature, Eagleton
argues, consists in this continual transformative encounter, unique and endlessly
repeatable. Freewheeling through centuries of critical ideas, he sheds light on the
place of literature in our culture, and in doing so reaffirms the value and validity
of literary thought today.
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In this characteristically concise, witty, and lucid book, Terry Eagleton turns his attention to the questions we
should ask about literature, but rarely do. What is literature? Can we even speak of "literature" at all? What
do different literary theories tell us about what texts mean and do? In throwing new light on these and other
questions he has raised in previous best-sellers, Eagleton offers a new theory of what we mean by literature.
He also shows what it is that a great many different literary theories have in common.

In a highly unusual combination of critical theory and analytic philosophy, the author sees all literary work,
from novels to poems, as a strategy to contain a reality that seeks to thwart that containment, and in doing so
throws up new problems that the work tries to resolve. The "event" of literature, Eagleton argues, consists in
this continual transformative encounter, unique and endlessly repeatable. Freewheeling through centuries of
critical ideas, he sheds light on the place of literature in our culture, and in doing so reaffirms the value and
validity of literary thought today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In wry, thrifty prose, [Eagleton] surveys a range of theoretical positions in order to ponder a larger question
about 'whether there really are such things as common natures in the world.' . . . A fascinating and often
compelling expansion of Eagleton's oeuvre."—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

"The Event of Literature provides an engaging overview of the key questions regarding the nature of
literature and of the various answers provided by literary theory."—Liana Giorgi, New York Journal of
Books (Liana Giorgi New York Journal of Books)

About the Author

Terry Eagleton is Distinguished Professor of English Literature, University of Lancaster, UK, and
Excellence in English Distinguished Visitor, University of Notre Dame, IN.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Caron:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Event of
Literature suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The
Event of Literatureis a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Steve Teegarden:

The reason? Because this The Event of Literature is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.



Jesus Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Event of Literature your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
before. The The Event of Literature giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jerry Schooler:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Event of Literature when you needed it?
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