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Superfit, muscled, and macho, gladiators were hero-worshipped for their skills
and courage as they fought to the death, yet despised for their humble status. For
over six cruel centuries, tens of thousands died in the blood soaked arenas of
Rome and its colonies, watched by enthralled crowds screaming for violence.
Professor Fik Meijer has ingeniously pieced together their true stories from
contemporary evidence, describing the gladiators' origins, daily life, training, and
the odds of their survival pitted against their legions of fans' lust for blood and
spectacle.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Locked in mortal combat before 50,000 cheering spectators in the Colosseum, the two gladiators thrust and
parry until the crowd gets what it came for: one dead athlete and one living, victorious athlete. While the
games themselves might have been exciting for the Roman crowds, Meijer's listless prose and superficial
examination of the gladiator's life and work fails to capture any of the excitement, terror and pride that the
gladiators and spectators must have felt. In pedantic fashion, he provides a survey of the different types of
gladiators, the kinds of animals they fought, the dimensions of the Colosseum and other amphitheaters and
the daily life of a gladiator. As many other books have pointed out, the gladiators themselves were slaves or
prisoners of war who were rigorously trained in the sport. Meijer (Emperors Don't Die in Bed), a professor
of ancient history at the University of Amsterdam, also describes a typical day at the Colosseum that featured
hunters fighting animals, followed by executions of criminals during lunch and finally human combat. Apart
from a tendentious and nitpicky critique of the historical accuracy of the films Spartacus and The Gladiator,
Meijer adds nothing new to our knowledge about gladiators. 55 b&w illus. (Dec.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Forget Russell Crowe in a skirt and sandals, this is the real deal if you want to know about blood and guts in
the arena. The author has pieced together thousands of documents, eyewitness testimonies, and engravings to
tell in vivid detail the story of the gladiators of ancient Rome.” ?The Daily Mail [UK]

“Fik Meijer, a professor of ancient history in Amsterdam, gives fascinating insight into Ancient Rome's
gladiators. ... An in-depth book....” ?The Big Issue

“[Meijer] has written a history that is at once interesting, informative, and fast-paced. Thumbs up or thumbs
down? No contest.” ?Leeds Guide

About the Author

FIK MEIJER is a Professor of Ancient History at the University of Amsterdam and is the author of
Emperors Don't Die in Bed. His next book will be a study of Rome's charioteers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Silva:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Gladiators: History's Most Deadly Sport
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?



James Moore:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Gladiators: History's Most Deadly Sport your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The The Gladiators: History's Most Deadly Sport giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Deidra Hird:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Gladiators: History's
Most Deadly Sport can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Doris Garcia:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Gladiators: History's Most Deadly Sport. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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