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The New Testament in Context is the fruit of a scholarly life teaching the New
Testament to undergraduate students.

George Shillington, now Emeritus Professor at Canadian Mennonite University,
has written a textbook on the New Testament which stresses the varying social,
rhetorical and theological contexts of these twenty-seven texts. He introduces the
book by emphasizing the importance of "context" for reading "texts". The
discussion then moves onto a description of the socio-rhetorical and theological
approach, illustrated by exploring a text from one of Paul's letters. The usefulness
of a socio-rhetorical reading is often limited by neglecting to recognize the
theological aspect of a text. Shillington's textbook addresses this tendency by
never losing sight of the theological dimension. The discussion is then broadened
out to explore the larger context of the New Testament world within which the
various documents were written.

In addition to leading the students into the texture of the texts, Shillington
encourages them to engage in interpretation, e.g. for writing an exegetical essay
on a given text. Terms of reference are defined along the way, and different
schools of thought on given subjects are brought to light.

Each chapter concludes with suggestions for further research on the particular
material.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A comprehensive and refreshing new introduction that invites readers to explore the texture of the New
Testament by bringing both its contents and context to life. Attention to the historical, literary, religious and
cultural context is balanced by a thorough and engaging approach to the New Testament literature itself. This
book will become a staple in Introduction to New Testament courses — including my own — in universities,
seminaries, and divinity schools." - Professor Adele Reinhartz, Classics and Religious Studies Department,
University of Ottawa, Canada (Adele Reinhartz)

"Professor Shillington's The New Testament in Context is remarkable for the attention it gives to the many
dimensions of the historical context in which the New Testament documents were written. Without
neglecting in the least the content of these documents, the author provides his readers with extensive
discussions of their political, geographic, economic, religious and philosophical background. The careful
reader will be well positioned to grasp the message of these texts in their original, first-century, setting." -
Stephen Westerholm, Professor of Early Christianity, Department of Religious Studies, <?xml:namespace
prefix = st1 />McMaster University, USA

"George Shillington offers the student a clear and coherent introduction. His knowledge of the material and
lucid style will help students understand the consensus interpretations of the many texts that make up the
New Testament." - Mark Nanos, Soebbing Visiting Scholar at Rockhurst University in Kansas City,
Missouri, USA

"Shillington...covers a wide range of topics...and successfully introduces students to many of the methods
that scholars use to evaluate textual validity." Expository Times, May 2010

"A comprehensive and refreshing new introduction that invites readers to explore the texture of the New
Testament by bringing both its contents and context to life. Attention to the historical, literary, religious and
cultural context is balanced by a thorough and engaging approach to the New Testament literature itself. This
book will become a staple in Introduction to New Testament courses – including my own – in universities,
seminaries, and divinity schools." - Professor Adele Reinhartz, Classics and Religious Studies Department,
University of Ottawa, Canada (Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author
V. George Shillington is Professor Emeritus of Biblical and Theological Studies at Canadian Mennonite
University, Winnipeg. Publications (books): An Introduction to the Study of Luke-Acts (T & T Clark, 2007);
On A Journey with God, (Springfield Publications, 2003), Reading the Sacred Text (T & T. Clark, 2002); 2
Corinthians (Herald Press, 1998). He has taught introductory courses to the New Testament for over thirty
years, both at an undergraduate and a seminary level.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The New Testament
in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Willie Hickox:

This The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological
Textbook can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Margaret Thompson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Cherie Fidler:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The New Testament in Context: A Literary and
Theological Textbook can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The New
Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook.
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