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The agent-structure problem is a much discussed issue in the field of
international relations. In his comprehensive 2006 analysis of this problem, Colin
Wight deconstructs the accounts of structure and agency embedded within
differing IR theories and, on the basis of this analysis, explores the implications
of ontology - the metaphysical study of existence and reality. Wight argues that
there are many gaps in IR theory that can only be understood by focusing on the
ontological differences that construct the theoretical landscape. By integrating the
treatment of the agent-structure problem in IR theory with that in social theory,
Wight makes a positive contribution to the problem as an issue of concern to the
wider human sciences. At the most fundamental level politics is concerned with
competing visions of how the world is and how it should be, thus politics is
ontology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This deeply learned, richly referenced book should become both the Hollis and Smith and the Lakatos and
Musgrave of the next generation of serious IR scholars and teachers. ...Colin Wight ... helps heal recurring
epistemological and methodological lesions within the disciplinary body of International Relations."
Hayward R. Alker, School of International Relations, University of Southern California and Adjunct
Professor, The Watson Institute for International Studies at Brown University

"No one in International Relations is more philosophically aware than Colin Wight. The 'ontological
investigations' Colin Wight undertakes in this magnificent book give scientific realism the depth needed to
make sense of important issues: levels, emergent structures, causality and constitution, agency and identity,
states as persons. Most of all, he sets up the agent-structure problem, not as a problem per se, but as a map
for developing theories and choosing methods. Even if he doesn't change your mind, you will have to rethink
almost everything." Nicholas Onuf, Professor Emeritus, Florida International University

"Colin Wight's book is a comprehensive tour de force in reviewing and assessing the ontological
underpinnings of social and international theory. Importantly, it also explains why a general theory of
international relations is not possible. Highly recommendable!" Heikki Patomäki, Department of Political
Science, University of Helsinki and Research Director, Network Institute for Global Democratisation

About the Author
Colin Wight is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Politics at the University of Sheffield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Agents, Structures and International Relations:
Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) seemed to be making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide
Agents, Structures and International Relations: Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in International
Relations) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Agents, Structures and International Relations: Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in
International Relations). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jennifer Howard:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Agents, Structures and International Relations:
Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) can be the respond to, oh how comes?



It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Charles Baker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Agents, Structures and International Relations:
Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) as well as others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Agents, Structures and International
Relations: Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Thomas White:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Agents, Structures and International
Relations: Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) to make your personal reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the guide
Agents, Structures and International Relations: Politics as Ontology (Cambridge Studies in International
Relations) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of these time.
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