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Critical Theory emerged in the 1920s from the work of the Frankfurt School, the
circle of German-Jewish academics who sought to diagnose-and, if at all
possible, cure-the ills of society, particularly fascism and capitalism. In this book,
Stephen Eric Bronner provides sketches of leading representatives of the critical
tradition (such as George Lukács and Ernst Bloch, Theodor Adorno and Walter
Benjamin, Herbert Marcuse and Jurgen Habermas) as well as many of its seminal
texts and empirical investigations. This Very Short Introduction sheds light on
the cluster of concepts and themes that set critical theory apart from its more
traditional philosophical competitors. Bronner explains and discusses concepts
such as method and agency, alienation and reification, the culture industry and
repressive tolerance, non-identity and utopia. He argues for the introduction of
new categories and perspectives for illuminating the obstacles to progressive
change and focusing upon hidden transformative possibilities. Only a critique of
critical theory can render it salient for a new age. That is precisely what this very
short introduction provides.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is the only book of its kind: it's a readable, yet expertly crafted, tour through the Frankfurt School,
along with a forceful account of why the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory still matters a decade into the
new millennium. I can't recommend it highly enough." --Jeffrey T. Nealon, professor of English, Penn State
University; co-editor of Rethinking the Frankfurt School

"The book's forthright critique and call to transformation are a breath of
fresh air."-- Joan Braune, Philosophy in Review

About the Author

Stephen Eric Bronner is Distinguished Professor of Political Science and Director for Global Relations at
the Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights, Rutgers University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlos Garcia:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Critical Theory: A Very
Short Introduction book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lucille Roller:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Critical Theory: A Very Short Introduction as your daily
resource information.



Kayla Congdon:

Critical Theory: A Very Short Introduction can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Critical Theory: A Very Short
Introduction yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial pondering.

Abigail Shelton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Critical Theory: A Very Short Introduction. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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