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The open country of Texas between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande was
sparsely settled through the nineteenth century, and most of the settlers who did
live there had Hispanic names that until recently were rarely admitted into the
pages of Texas history. In 1935, however, a descendant of one of the old Spanish
land-grant families in the region-a woman, no less-found an ingenious way to
publish the history of her region at atime when neither Tejanos nor women had
much voice. She told the story from the perspective of an ancient mesqguite tree,
under whose branches much South Texas history had passed. Her tale became an
invaluable source of folk history but has long been out of print. Now, with
important new introductions by LeticiaM. Garza-Falcon and Andrés Tijerina, the
history witnessed by EI Mesqguite can again inform readers of the way of life that
first shaped Texas. Through the voice of the gnarled old tree, Elena Zamora
O'Sheatells South Texas political and ethnographic history, filled with details of
daily life such as songs, local plants and folk medicines, foods and recipes,
peone/patron relations, and the Tejano ranch vocabulary. The work is an
important example of the historical-folkloristic literary genre used by Mexican
American writers of the period. Using the literary device of the tree's narration,
O'Shearaises issues of culture, discrimination, and prejudice she could not have
addressed in her own voice in that day and explicitly states the Mexican
American ideology of 1930s Texas. Theresult isaliterary and historic work of
lasting value, which clearly articulates the Tejano claim to legitimacy in Texas
history.

ELENA ZAMORA O'SHEA (1880-1951) was born at Rancho La Noria
Cardenena near Pefiitas, Hidalgo County, Texas. A long-time schoolteacher,
whose posts included one on the famous King Ranch, she wrote this book to help
Tejano children know and claim their proud heritage.
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The open country of Texas between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande was sparsely settled through the
nineteenth century, and most of the settlers who did live there had Hispanic names that until recently were
rarely admitted into the pages of Texas history. In 1935, however, a descendant of one of the old Spanish
land-grant families in the region-a woman, no less-found an ingenious way to publish the history of her
region at atime when neither Tejanos nor women had much voice. She told the story from the perspective of
an ancient mesguite tree, under whose branches much South Texas history had passed. Her tale became an
invaluable source of folk history but has long been out of print. Now, with important new introductions by
LeticiaM. Garza-Falcon and Andrés Tijerina, the history witnessed by El Mesqguite can again inform readers
of the way of life that first shaped Texas. Through the voice of the gnarled old tree, Elena Zamora O'Shea
tells South Texas political and ethnographic history, filled with details of daily life such as songs, local plants
and folk medicines, foods and recipes, peone/patron relations, and the Tejano ranch vocabulary. Thework is
an important example of the historical-folkloristic literary genre used by Mexican American writers of the
period. Using the literary device of the tree's narration, O'Shea raisesissues of culture, discrimination, and
prejudice she could not have addressed in her own voice in that day and explicitly states the Mexican
American ideology of 1930s Texas. Theresult is aliterary and historic work of lasting value, which clearly
articulates the Tejano claim to legitimacy in Texas history.

ELENA ZAMORA O'SHEA (1880-1951) was born at Rancho La Noria Cardenena near Pefiitas, Hidalgo
County, Texas. A long-time schoolteacher, whose posts included one on the famous King Ranch, she wrote
this book to help Tejano children know and claim their proud heritage.
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Editorial Review
Review

“. .. themesquite narratively guides us through a considerable amount of Texas history . . . engaging, lively
at moments, serious at others and well-written.” --José E. Limon
(José E. Limén)

“Elena Zamora O’ Shea' s book, EI Mesquite, isalovely graceful account of life in the Ranchero section of
Texas between the Nueces and Rio Grande rivers. O’ Shea' s work invites comparison with J. Frank Dobie’s
classic account of the same locale, * A Vaquero of the Brush County.” A novel rather than a straight historical
narrative, O’ Shea holds her own with the master of Texas folklore writing. . . .This book was ajoy to read. |
recommend it enthusiastically to all who want to learn about a past way of life in the Rio Grande valley.” --
Journal of the West

(Journal of the West)

About the Author

ELENA ZAMORA O'SHEA (1880-1951) was born at Rancho La Noria Cardenena near Pefiitas, Hidalgo
County, Texas. A long-time schoolteacher, whose posts included one on the famous King Ranch, she wrote
this book to help Tejano children know and claim their proud heritage.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Daniel Weimer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little sparetime? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible El
Mesqguite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio
Grande/Rio Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Charles Anthony:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The El Mesquite: A Story of the
Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio Grande/Rio Bravo: Borderlands



Culture and Traditions) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

James Robbins:

The publication with title EIl Mesqguite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande (Rio Grande/Rio Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) posesses alot of information that
you can study it. You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That
isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era
of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Roger Lindsey:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
must do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually EI Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish
Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio Grande/Rio Bravo: Borderlands Culture and
Traditions). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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