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Like Dorathy waking up over the rainbow in the Land of Oz, Hollywood
discovered avivid new world of color in the 1930s. The introduction of three-
color Technicolor technology in 1932 gave filmmakers a powerful tool with
which to guide viewers' attention, punctuate turning points, and express
emotional subtext. Although many producers and filmmakersinitially resisted the
use of color, Technicolor designers, led by the legendary Natalie Kalmus,
developed an aesthetic that complemented the classical Hollywood filmmaking
style while still offering innovative novelty. By the end of the 1930s, color in
film was thoroughly harnessed to narrative, and it became elegantly expressive
without threatening the coherence of the film'simaginary world.

Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow is the first scholarly history of Technicolor
aesthetics and technology, as well as a thoroughgoing analysis of how color
works in film. Scott Higgins draws on extensive primary research and close
analysis of well-known movies, including Becky Sharp, A Sar Is Born,
Adventures of Robin Hood, and Gone with the Wind, to show how the
Technicolor films of the 1930s forged enduring conventions for handling color in
popular cinema. He argues that filmmakers and designers rapidly worked through
aseries of stylistic modes based on the demonstration, restraint, and integration
of color—and shows how the color conventions developed in the 1930s have
continued to influence filmmaking to the present day. Higgins also formulates a
new vocabulary and a method of analysis for capturing the often-elusive
functions and effects of color that, in turn, open new avenues for the study of
film form and lay a foundation for new work on color in cinema.
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Like Dorothy waking up over the rainbow in the Land of Oz, Hollywood discovered avivid new world of
color in the 1930s. The introduction of three-color Technicolor technology in 1932 gave filmmakers a
powerful tool with which to guide viewers' attention, punctuate turning points, and express emotional
subtext. Although many producers and filmmakers initially resisted the use of color, Technicolor designers,
led by the legendary Natalie Kalmus, devel oped an aesthetic that complemented the classical Hollywood
filmmaking style while still offering innovative novelty. By the end of the 1930s, color in film was
thoroughly harnessed to narrative, and it became elegantly expressive without threatening the coherence of
the film's imaginary world.

Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow is the first scholarly history of Technicolor aesthetics and technology,
aswell as athoroughgoing analysis of how color worksin film. Scott Higgins draws on extensive primary
research and close analysis of well-known movies, including Becky Sharp, A Sar Is Born, Adventures of
Robin Hood, and Gone with the Wind, to show how the Technicolor films of the 1930s forged enduring
conventions for handling color in popular cinema. He argues that filmmakers and designers rapidly worked
through a series of stylistic modes based on the demonstration, restraint, and integration of color—and shows
how the color conventions developed in the 1930s have continued to influence filmmaking to the present
day. Higgins also formulates a new vocabulary and a method of analysis for capturing the often-elusive
functions and effects of color that, in turn, open new avenues for the study of film form and lay a foundation
for new work on color in cinema.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...an essential volume for anyone interested in how the use of color shapes the films that we make and see.”
(American Cinematographer Magazine)

About the Author
Scott Higgins is Associate Professor of Film Studies at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticuit.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jesus Gilbert:

The feeling that you get from Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color
Design in the 1930s giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publicationis
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s instantly.

Luther Brown:

This Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s usually are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Harnessing the Technicolor
Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

Fernando Gallimore:

The particular book Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author styleto clarify theideais very unique. Should
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Harnessing the Technicolor
Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Kayla Congdon:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Designin
the 1930s can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your
extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have

than the others?
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