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In this age of increasing human domination of the Earth's biological and physical
resources, a basic understanding of ecology is more important than ever. Students
need a textbook that introduces them to the basic principles of ecological science,
one that is relevant to today's world, and one that does not overwhelm them with
detail and jargon.

Peter Cotgreave and Irwin Forseth have designed this book to meet the needs of
these students, by providing a basic synthesis of how individual organisms
interact with their physical environment, and with each other, to generate the
complex ecosystems we see around us. The unifying theme of the book is
biodiversity-its patterns, causes, and the growing worldwide threats to it.

Basic ecological principles are illustrated using clearly described examples from
the current ecological literature. This approach makes the book valuable to all
students studying ecology. Examples have been chosen carefully to represent as
wide a range of ecosystems (terrestrial and aquatic, northern and southern
hemisphere) and life forms (animal, plant and microbe) as possible. Particular
attention is paid to consequences of global change on organisms, populations,
ecological communities and ecosystems. The end result is a text that presents a
readable and persuasive picture of how the Earth's natural systems function, and
how that functioning may change over the coming century.

Features include:
· strong coverage of applied and evolutionary ecology
· applications of ecology to the real world
· a question-orientated approach
· the only comprehensive treatment of ecology written for the introductory
student
· an emphasis on definitions of key words and phrases
· an integration of experimental, observational and theoretical material
· examples drawn from all over the world and a wide variety of organisms
· a logical structure, building from the response of individual organisms to
physical factors, through population growth and population interactions, to
community structure and ecosystem function
· suggested further reading lists for each chapter
· boxes to explain key concepts in more depth
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· dedicated textsite featuring additional information and teaching aids
www.blackwellpublishing.com/cotgreave

Peter Cotgreave is an animal ecologist who has worked for the University of
Oxford and the Zoological Society of London. His research interests centre on
abundance and rarity within animal communities. Irwin Forseth is a plant
physiological ecologist who has taught introductory ecology and plant ecology at
the University of Maryland since 1982. His research focuses on plant responses
to the environment. The authors have studied organisms as diverse as green
plants, insects and mammals in habitats from deserts to tropical rainforests. They
have worked in ecological research and education in Africa, Asia, North and
South America, Europe and the Caribbean.
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In this age of increasing human domination of the Earth's biological and physical resources, a basic
understanding of ecology is more important than ever. Students need a textbook that introduces them to the
basic principles of ecological science, one that is relevant to today's world, and one that does not overwhelm
them with detail and jargon.

Peter Cotgreave and Irwin Forseth have designed this book to meet the needs of these students, by providing
a basic synthesis of how individual organisms interact with their physical environment, and with each other,
to generate the complex ecosystems we see around us. The unifying theme of the book is biodiversity-its
patterns, causes, and the growing worldwide threats to it.

Basic ecological principles are illustrated using clearly described examples from the current ecological
literature. This approach makes the book valuable to all students studying ecology. Examples have been
chosen carefully to represent as wide a range of ecosystems (terrestrial and aquatic, northern and southern
hemisphere) and life forms (animal, plant and microbe) as possible. Particular attention is paid to
consequences of global change on organisms, populations, ecological communities and ecosystems. The end
result is a text that presents a readable and persuasive picture of how the Earth's natural systems function,
and how that functioning may change over the coming century.

Features include:
· strong coverage of applied and evolutionary ecology
· applications of ecology to the real world
· a question-orientated approach
· the only comprehensive treatment of ecology written for the introductory student
· an emphasis on definitions of key words and phrases
· an integration of experimental, observational and theoretical material
· examples drawn from all over the world and a wide variety of organisms
· a logical structure, building from the response of individual organisms to physical factors, through
population growth and population interactions, to community structure and ecosystem function
· suggested further reading lists for each chapter
· boxes to explain key concepts in more depth
· dedicated textsite featuring additional information and teaching aids
www.blackwellpublishing.com/cotgreave

Peter Cotgreave is an animal ecologist who has worked for the University of Oxford and the Zoological
Society of London. His research interests centre on abundance and rarity within animal communities. Irwin
Forseth is a plant physiological ecologist who has taught introductory ecology and plant ecology at the
University of Maryland since 1982. His research focuses on plant responses to the environment. The authors
have studied organisms as diverse as green plants, insects and mammals in habitats from deserts to tropical
rainforests. They have worked in ecological research and education in Africa, Asia, North and South
America, Europe and the Caribbean.
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Editorial Review

Review
'I appreciated the refreshing narrative style of presentation. The reader is engaged in the material, which is
well organized and clearly presented. There is a nice assortment of examples provided to illustrate and
reinforce each point. The authors appear to have succeeded in reaching their intended audience.'

"Good introductory ecology texts are rare. They should stimulate further inquiry and should be topical, clear
and exciting. They should be comprehensive enough to include the major principles without requiring further
resources, yet should be well referenced. Examples should be relevant to the student's local environment,
while reflecting biogeographical regions and world ecosystem types. Introductory Ecology comes close to
satisfying all these requirements...Ecology texts often fail to travel across the Atlantic, but this volume
includes authors from the US and UK - and a breadth of relevant examples given in an American textbook
style - and is in my view the best to be found outside Open University texts...Overall, this is a good
introduction to what is acknowleged to be a complex subject." Tony Andrew, University of Ulster, Coleraine,
Times Higher Education Supplement, May 2003

From the Back Cover
This book is a core introductory text which examines basic principles of ecology for first year
undergraduates. The authors have expertise in population ecology and plant ecophysiology which will give
the book a balanced treatment of plant and animal ecology and a strong applied and evolutionary bias. The
book will not present ecology as a tight, predictive science in the way that other areas of biology (such as
genetics) can be. Instead, it will aim to give the student a good grounding in the basics of ecology, including
patterns in biodiversity, population biology, the ecology of assemblages and the interpretation of ecological
data. It will also try to stress the links between different aspects and different levels and also emphasise the
overall intellectual coherence of the subject.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoine Harris:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
various ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Introductory Ecology, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Bruce Butera:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them



friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Introductory Ecology it is very good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Jeremy Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Introductory Ecology your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The
Introductory Ecology giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Stella Neal:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Introductory Ecology can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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