
Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth
Century: A Genealogy of Modernity

By Gershon David Hundert

Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century: A Genealogy of
Modernity By Gershon David Hundert

Missing from most accounts of the modern history of Jews in Europe is the
experience of what was once the largest Jewish community in the world—an
oversight that Gershon David Hundert corrects in this history of Eastern
European Jews in the eighteenth century.

The experience of eighteenth-century Jews in the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth did not fit the pattern of integration and universalization—in
short, of westernization—that historians tend to place at the origins of Jewish
modernity. Hundert puts this experience, that of the majority of the Jewish
people, at the center of his history. He focuses on the relations of Jews with the
state and their role in the economy, and on more "internal" developments such as
the popularization of the Kabbalah and the rise of Hasidism. Thus he describes
the elements of Jewish experience that became the basis for a "core Jewish
identity"—an identity that accompanied the majority of Jews into modernity.
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Missing from most accounts of the modern history of Jews in Europe is the experience of what was once the
largest Jewish community in the world—an oversight that Gershon David Hundert corrects in this history of
Eastern European Jews in the eighteenth century.

The experience of eighteenth-century Jews in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth did not fit the pattern of
integration and universalization—in short, of westernization—that historians tend to place at the origins of
Jewish modernity. Hundert puts this experience, that of the majority of the Jewish people, at the center of his
history. He focuses on the relations of Jews with the state and their role in the economy, and on more
"internal" developments such as the popularization of the Kabbalah and the rise of Hasidism. Thus he
describes the elements of Jewish experience that became the basis for a "core Jewish identity"—an identity
that accompanied the majority of Jews into modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century provides a wide-ranging synthesis of the current
scholarship on Polish-Lithuanian Jewry. Gershon David Hundert's control of the secondary literature is
magnificent: he incorporates the findings of over a century of research up to and including the most recent
works in every relevant language. Only a handful of scholars in the world today could approach this level of
mastery." - Benjamin Nathans, author of Beyond the Pale: The Jewish Encounter with Late Imperial Russia
"Gershon David Hundert's Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century is likely to be viewed as the
standard scholarly survey of the topic of 'classic' Polish Jewry for years to come." - Moshe Rosman, author
of Founder of Hasidism: A Quest for the Historical Ba'al Shem Tov"

From the Inside Flap

"Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century provides a wide-ranging synthesis of the current
scholarship on Polish-Lithuanian Jewry. Gershon David Hundert's control of the secondary literature is
magnificent: he incorporates the findings of over a century of research up to and including the most recent
works in every relevant language. Only a handful of scholars in the world today could approach this level of
mastery."—Benjamin Nathans, author of Beyond the Pale: The Jewish Encounter with Late Imperial Russia

"Gershon David Hundert's Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century is likely to be viewed as the
standard scholarly survey of the topic of 'classic' Polish Jewry for years to come."—Moshe Rosman, author
of Founder of Hasidism: A Quest for the Historical Ba'al Shem Tov

From the Back Cover
"Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century provides a wide-ranging synthesis of the current
scholarship on Polish-Lithuanian Jewry. Gershon David Hundert's control of the secondary literature is
magnificent: he incorporates the findings of over a century of research up to and including the most recent
works in every relevant language. Only a handful of scholars in the world today could approach this level of
mastery."-Benjamin Nathans, author of Beyond the Pale: The Jewish Encounter with Late Imperial Russia
"Gershon David Hundert's Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century is likely to be viewed as the
standard scholarly survey of the topic of 'classic' Polish Jewry for years to come."-Moshe Rosman, author of
Founder of Hasidism: A Quest for the Historical Ba'al Shem Tov

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century: A
Genealogy of Modernity as the daily resource information.



Kristen Self:

This book untitled Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century: A Genealogy of Modernity to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Mark Wolf:

Beside this kind of Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century: A Genealogy of Modernity in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century: A
Genealogy of Modernity because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times
have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!

Marlene Wiedman:

You can obtain this Jews in Poland-Lithuania in the Eighteenth Century: A Genealogy of Modernity by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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