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Ed McBain made his debut in 1956. In 2004, more than a hundred books later, he
personally collected twenty-five of his stories written before that time. All but
five of them were first published in the detective magazine Manhunt and none of
them appeared under the Ed McBain byline.

Here are kidsin trouble and women in jeopardy. Here are private eyes and gangs.
Here are loose cannons and innocent bystanders. Here, too, are cops and rabbers.
These are the stories that prepared Ed McBain to write the beloved 87th Precinct
novels. Inindividua introductions, McBain tells how and why he wrote these
stories that were the start of hislegendary career.
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Ed McBain made his debut in 1956. In 2004, more than a hundred books later, he personally collected
twenty-five of his stories written before that time. All but five of them were first published in the detective
magazine Manhunt and none of them appeared under the Ed McBain byline.

Here are kids in trouble and women in jeopardy. Here are private eyes and gangs. Here are loose cannons
and innocent bystanders. Here, too, are cops and robbers. These are the stories that prepared Ed McBain to
write the beloved 87th Precinct novels. In individual introductions, McBain tells how and why he wrote
these stories that were the start of hislegendary career.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The 25 crime stories the late MWA Grand Master (1926—2005) wrote between 1952 and 1957 and selected
for this thematically arranged collection display in embryo the style and techniques that he would later hone
into perhaps the finest police procedural series of al time: the 87th Precinct. Born Salvatore Lombino,
McBain (Fiddlers) changed his name legally to Evan Hunter, one of three names these early stories were
published under in magazines like Manhunt and Argosy. McBain's entertaining general introduction points to
the wide range of his subject matter: "Here were the kids in trouble and the women in jeopardy, here were
the private eyes and the gangs. Here were the loose cannons and the innocent bystanders. And here, too,
were the cops and robbers." Equally illuminating are hisintroductions to individual tales like " See Him Die,"
which, greatly expanded, became the 13th book in the 87th Precinct series. Thisis an essential volume for
McBain fans, an inspiration for aspiring authors and atreasure for both. (July)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

McBain oversaw the compilation of this anthology of his early crime fiction before his death in 2005. Long
before McBain was the McBain of the 87th Precinct series and the winner of the Mystery Writers of
America's Grand Master Award and the British Crime Writers' Diamond Dagger Award, he wrote short
fiction, paid by the word, for 1950s pulp magazines such as Manhunt and Argosy under the names of Richard
Marsten, Hunt Collins, and Evan Hunter. This collection presents 25 of those crime stories, published
between 1952 and 1957 (none of his science fiction, adventure, or western stories are republished here).
Grouped thematically under such headings as "Women in Jeopardy," "Private Eyes," and "Cops and
Rabbers," the stories are definitely of the period, long on hard-boiled tone, short on subtlety. More
interesting than the stories themselves are McBain's general introduction, which presents both comic details
about his career and valuable insights into hiswriting, and the short prefaces he gives each section, which
provide awindow into the times and his own development as awriter. For McBain fans. Connie Fletcher
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
PRAISE FOR LEARNING TOKILL

"Gripping . . . amust for fans who want to see how the master honed his skills." ?PEOPLE

"The amazing thing about these stories.. . . ishow strong and clear the voice is?as if the man himself were
still in the room."?MARILYN STASIO, THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

"A treasure for McBain's legions of fans, letting us peek over his shoulder as he painstakingly studies and
practices hiscraft . . . fascinating."
(Associated Press)

"The amazing thing about these stories.. . . ishow strong and clear the voiceis?asif the man himself were
gtill in the room."
(Marilyn Stasio, New York Times Book Review)


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"Each tale anticipates McBain' s wildly successful ‘87th Precinct’ novelsin adifferent way."
(New York magazine)

"Gripping . . . amust for fans who want to see how the master honed his skills."
(People)

"Demonstrates the evolution of a craftsman who became one of the most . . . admired crime writers of the
past century."
(Raleigh News & Observer)

"A minor classic of itskind."
(Village Voice)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Williams:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Learning to Kill: Storiesis our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Due;

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Learning to Kill: Storieswill give you a new experience in reading a book.

Ross Turner:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It is known as of book
Learning to Kill: Stories. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Gary Carter:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea



when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book Learning to Kill: Storiesto make your own
reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose ssimple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the

publication Learning to Kill: Stories can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of that time.
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