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For decades the most racially repressive state in the nation fought bitterly and
violently to maintain white supremacy. John Dittmer traces the monumental
battle waged by civil rights organizations and by local people, particularly
courageous members of the black communities who were willing to put their
lives on the line to establish basic human rights for all citizens of the state. Local
People tells the whole grim story in depth for the first time, from the
unsuccessful attempts of black World War II veterans to register to vote to the
seating of a civil rights-oriented Mississippi delegation at the 1968 Democratic
National Convention. Particularly dramatic - and heartrending - is Dittmer's
account of the tumultuous decade of the sixties: the freedom rides of 1961, which
resulted in the imprisonment at Parchman of dozens of participants; the violent
reactions to protests in McComb and Jackson and to voter registration drives in
Greenwood and other cities; the riot in Oxford when James Meredith enrolled at
Ole Miss; the cowardly murder of long-time leader Medgar Evers; and the brutal
Klan lynchings of civil rights workers James Chaney, Michael Schwerner, and
Andrew Goodman during the Freedom Summer of 1964. Dittmer looks closely at
the policies and actions of the Kennedy administration, which, bowing to
Mississippi's powerful senators John Stennis and James Eastland, refused to
intervene even in the face of obvious collusion among local officials and
vigilantes. Through oral history accounts readers will come to know many of the
local people and grass-roots organizers who worked, and in some cases gave
their lives, for the cause of civil rights. Among those whose stories are told
areFannie Lou Hamer, the Sunflower County sharecropper who helped found the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic party; Victoria Gray and Annie Devine, who
with Mrs. Hamer challenged the seating of Mississippi's congressional delegation
in 1965; Bob Moses of SNCC, the most significant "ou
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For decades the most racially repressive state in the nation fought bitterly and violently to maintain white
supremacy. John Dittmer traces the monumental battle waged by civil rights organizations and by local
people, particularly courageous members of the black communities who were willing to put their lives on the
line to establish basic human rights for all citizens of the state. Local People tells the whole grim story in
depth for the first time, from the unsuccessful attempts of black World War II veterans to register to vote to
the seating of a civil rights-oriented Mississippi delegation at the 1968 Democratic National Convention.
Particularly dramatic - and heartrending - is Dittmer's account of the tumultuous decade of the sixties: the
freedom rides of 1961, which resulted in the imprisonment at Parchman of dozens of participants; the violent
reactions to protests in McComb and Jackson and to voter registration drives in Greenwood and other cities;
the riot in Oxford when James Meredith enrolled at Ole Miss; the cowardly murder of long-time leader
Medgar Evers; and the brutal Klan lynchings of civil rights workers James Chaney, Michael Schwerner, and
Andrew Goodman during the Freedom Summer of 1964. Dittmer looks closely at the policies and actions of
the Kennedy administration, which, bowing to Mississippi's powerful senators John Stennis and James
Eastland, refused to intervene even in the face of obvious collusion among local officials and vigilantes.
Through oral history accounts readers will come to know many of the local people and grass-roots organizers
who worked, and in some cases gave their lives, for the cause of civil rights. Among those whose stories are
told areFannie Lou Hamer, the Sunflower County sharecropper who helped found the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic party; Victoria Gray and Annie Devine, who with Mrs. Hamer challenged the seating of
Mississippi's congressional delegation in 1965; Bob Moses of SNCC, the most significant "ou
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

The reserve with title Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World)
has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Geraldine Davis:

Why? Because this Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Richard Kitterman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Local People: The
Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Local People: The Struggle for Civil
Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) become your own personal starter.

Pamela Prince:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,



do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Local People: The Struggle for
Civil Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.
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