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Representations--in visual arts and in fiction--play an important part in our lives
and culture. Kendall Walton presents here atheory of the nature of
representation, which illuminates its many varieties and goes along way toward
explaining its importance.

Drawing analogies to children's make believe activities, Walton constructs a
theory that addresses a broad range of issues: the distinction between fiction and
nonfiction, how depiction differs from description, the notion of points of view in
the arts, and what it means for one work to be more "realistic" than another. He
explores the relation between appreciation and criticism, the character of
emotional reactionsto literary and visua representations, and what it meansto be
caught up emotionally in imaginary events.Walton's theory also provides
solutions to the thorny philosophical problems of the existence--or ontological
standing--of fictitious beings, and the meaning of statements referring to them.
And it leads to striking insights concerning imagination, dreams, nonliteral uses
of language, and the status of legends and myths.

Throughout Walton applies his theoretical perspective to particular cases; his
analysisisillustrated by arich array of examples drawn from literature, painting,
sculpture, theater, and film. Mimesis as Make-Believe isimportant reading for
everyone interested in the workings of representational art.
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Representations--in visual arts and in fiction--play an important part in our lives and culture. Kendall Walton
presents here a theory of the nature of representation, which illuminates its many varieties and goes along
way toward explaining its importance.

Drawing analogies to children's make believe activities, Walton constructs a theory that addresses a broad
range of issues: the distinction between fiction and nonfiction, how depiction differs from description, the
notion of points of view in the arts, and what it means for one work to be more "realistic” than another. He
explores the relation between appreciation and criticism, the character of emotional reactionsto literary and
visual representations, and what it means to be caught up emotionally in imaginary events.Walton's theory
also provides solutions to the thorny philosophical problems of the existence--or ontological standing--of
fictitious beings, and the meaning of statements referring to them. And it leads to striking insights
concerning imagination, dreams, nonliteral uses of language, and the status of legends and myths.

Throughout Walton applies his theoretical perspective to particular cases; his analysisisillustrated by arich
array of examples drawn from literature, painting, sculpture, theater, and film. Mimesis as Make-Believe is
important reading for everyone interested in the workings of representational art.
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Editorial Review

Review

Kendall Walton's book is one of the few genuinely distinguished contributions to aesthetic theory published
in the last decade or two. It will be essentia reading for anyone in the field and contains much that will be of
great interest to scholars and critics of the arts. (Marshall Cohen, University of Southern California)

Rigor, ingenuity and arresting subtlety are evident in the detailed working out of Walton's ideas. (Times
Literary Supplement)

Walton's aim...is to explore and explain the foundations of the representational arts. His theory is one that he
has stated and restated with increasing detail and sophistication over the last seventeen years, and in this
book it bears all the refinement and subtlety of argument that analytic philosophy can muster. Thisisan
engaging, insightful, and persuasive volume. (Philosophy and Literature)

Thisis philosophy at its best; combining the breadth of concern of the best continental philosophy (but shorn
of its often wilful cloudiness) and the precision of the best analytical philosophy...A work of very great
importance that will set the agendafor discussionsin aesthetics for along time to come. (Philosophy)

Review

Kendall Walton's book is one of the few genuinely distinguished contributions to aesthetic theory published
in the last decade or two. It will be essential reading for anyone in the field and contains much that will be of
great interest to scholars and critics of the arts. (Marshall Cohen, University of Southern California)

About the Author
Kendall L. Watson is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Michigan.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Leigh Grayer:

The knowledge that you get from Mimesis as Make-Believe: On the Foundations of the Representational
Arts could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Mimesis as Make-Believe: On
the Foundations of the Representational Arts giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the
author of this e-book iswell-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this kind of Mimesis as Make-Believe: On the Foundations of the Representational
Artsinstantly.



George Medrano:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people lovesto read a book. When you read a book
you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Mimesis as Make-Believe: On the Foundations of the Representational Arts provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Violet Murray:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for you is Mimesis as Make-Believe: On the Foundations of the
Representational Arts this guide consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value
to explainit is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This
iswhy this book ideal all of you.

Roxie Gregory:

Beside thiskind of Mimesis as Make-Believe: On the Foundations of the Representational Artsin your
phone, it might give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got hereisfresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Mimesis as Make-Believe: On the Foundations of the
Representational Arts because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniquesyou
till want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!
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