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Once you recall that Miss Thistlebottom was your elementary-school teacher
who laid down all manner of taboos concerning the use of language, you will
have an idea of what this book is about. In no sense permissive or radical, it
topples the taboos that lack historical, logical, or grammatical basis. It is a
refreshing look at our living language, the perfect companion to the author's
indispensable work, The Careful Writer. Mr. Bernstein writes four letters to Miss
Thistlebottom that divide the book into four sections: "Witchcraft in Words,"
"Syntax Scarecrows," "Imps of Idioms," and "Spooks of Style." Can there be
more than two "alternatives"? You'll find the answer in the Words section. Can
something "grow smaller"? Ditto. How about Split Infinitives: is it proper to ever
split one? Is "none" invariably singular? Take a look in the Syntax section. Isn't it
absurd to say "if worst comes to worst" rather than if "worse comes to worst" or
to say "head over heels" rather than "heels over head"? The section on Idioms
will enlighten you on these "absurdities." And then, is a preposition a proper
word to end a sentence with? The section on Style will show you that some
authoritarians don't know what they are talking about and don't know what rules
are for. The scores and scores of entries in this book are crisp, lightly written, and
amply provided with illustrative material. They are designed to help anyone who
writes anything -- the student, the reporter, the copy editor, the professional
writer -- cast off the inhibitions and prohibitions that lack validity and cramp his
writing style. An Appendix includes some rare, out-of-print sources of some of
the bogies: William Cullen Bryant's Index Expurgatorius for writers on the old
New York Post, James Gordon Bennett's "Don't List" for writers on the old New
York Herald, and Ambrose Bierce's blacklist Write It Right.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Miss Thistlebottom's Hobgoblins: The Careful Writer's Guide to the
Taboos, Bugbears and Out-moded Rules of English Usage.

Myra Lopez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Miss Thistlebottom's
Hobgoblins: The Careful Writer's Guide to the Taboos, Bugbears and Out-moded Rules of English Usage.
All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Jose Higham:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Miss Thistlebottom's Hobgoblins: The
Careful Writer's Guide to the Taboos, Bugbears and Out-moded Rules of English Usage book because this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ralph Wood:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Miss
Thistlebottom's Hobgoblins: The Careful Writer's Guide to the Taboos, Bugbears and Out-moded Rules of
English Usage suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular



book untitled Miss Thistlebottom's Hobgoblins: The Careful Writer's Guide to the Taboos, Bugbears and
Out-moded Rules of English Usageis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.
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