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What stories do we tell about America’s once-great industries at a time when
they are fading from the landscape? Pennsylvania in Public Memory attempts to
answer that question, exploring the emergence of a heritage culture of industry
and its loss through the lens of its most representative industrial state. Based on
news coverage, interviews, and more than two hundred heritage sites, this book
traces the narrative themes that shape modern public memory of coal, steel,
railroading, lumber, oil, and agriculture, and that collectively tell a story about
national as well as local identity in a changing social and economic world.
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What stories do we tell about America’s once-great industries at a time when they are fading from the
landscape? Pennsylvania in Public Memory attempts to answer that question, exploring the emergence of a
heritage culture of industry and its loss through the lens of its most representative industrial state. Based on
news coverage, interviews, and more than two hundred heritage sites, this book traces the narrative themes
that shape modern public memory of coal, steel, railroading, lumber, oil, and agriculture, and that
collectively tell a story about national as well as local identity in a changing social and economic world.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a fascinating book that will make a major original contribution to the overlapping fields of public
history, deindustrialization, and tourism studies.”

—Steven High, Concordia University, author of Industrial Sunset

“Pennsylvania is widely known for being at the center of the nation’s industrial rise, and upon its fall,
factories once devoted to the production of goods turned to issuing memories. Carolyn Kitch opens readers’
eyes to the profound, intriguing questions, conflicts, and implications raised by this move to heritage. Her
account has insightful narratives of destinations such as Hershey’s theme-park replica of a factory
experience, a harrowing descent into a defunct coal mine, and Keystone State Park, which frames an
industrial landscape as a recreational site. She provides a needed panorama of the messages and meanings
with which communities, and the nation, wrestle in a postindustrial age.”

—Simon J. Bronner, Pennsylvania State University, Harrisburg, editor of the Encyclopedia of American
Folklife

“As Kitch incorporates many colorful examples and writes eloquently but without pretense, undergraduate as
well as graduate students would enjoy this book, which easily could be incorporated into media history,
American studies, public history, tourism, and labor history classes.”

—Paulette D. Kilmer, Journalism History

“Kitch offers up a fascinating survey of industrial historic sites and interpretation in this volume.
Pennsylvania, deeply embedded in the history of industry and energy extraction, provides an excellent case
study for her analysis. Given the vast array of sites that she visited, Kitch weaves together a discussion that is
logically organized and clearly argued. My only problem with this book is deciding whether to assign it to
students in my public history course or to those who take my class on Pennsylvania history. Given her
valuable critical insights, it would be worth it to assign Pennsylvania in Public Memory in both.”

—John Bloom, H-Penn

About the Author

Carolyn Kitch is Professor of Journalism in the School of Communications and Theater at Temple



University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Petterson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Pennsylvania in Public Memory: Reclaiming the Industrial Past, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Laura McCallum:

The book with title Pennsylvania in Public Memory: Reclaiming the Industrial Past contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Andrew Leavens:

This Pennsylvania in Public Memory: Reclaiming the Industrial Past is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Pennsylvania in Public Memory: Reclaiming the Industrial Past in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen
second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt in which?

William Kozak:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book Pennsylvania in Public Memory: Reclaiming the Industrial Past. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual



happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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