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During the 1920s and 1930s, black artists and writers achieved something totally
unprecedented: they created a new image of African Americans that truly
reflected their times as well as their history. In so doing, they set the artistic
agenda of the Harlem Renaissance and gave form to some of its most compelling
visions.

This innovative study examines the efforts of Harlem Renaissance artists and
writers to create a hybrid expression of black identity that drew on their ancient
past while participating in contemporary American culture. Caroline Goeser
investigates a critical component of Harlem Renaissance print culture that until
now has been largely overlooked, arguing that illustrations became the most
timely and often most radical visual products of the movement.

This vibrant partnership between literary and visual talents—a trail blazed by
artist Aaron Douglas and poet Langston Hughes—resulted in the image of the
New Negro, one that remade the African American past in order to foster greater
participation in modern American culture and commerce. Illustrations by
Douglas, James Wells, Gwendolyn Bennett, and others appeared on covers of
books about black American life and in journals such as Opportunity and The
Crisis. Goeser considers the strategies that these artists developed to circumvent
stereotypes and shows how their work was received within the movement and in
mainstream America.

Connecting visual imagery with literary text and commercial enterprise, these
illustrations participated in the modern economy in ways that painting and
sculpture could not. Goeser reveals how Harlem Renaissance illustrators depicted
the wide-ranging and sometimes conflicting ideas about black identity held
within the community: African roots and Egyptian heritage, racial uplift and gay
pride. She shows how some artists revisited the Judeo-Christian tradition by
portraying a black Adam and Jesus, and examines the interdependent
relationships between race and sexuality in the work of artists Richard Bruce
Nugent and Charles Cullen, the former black, the latter white.
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Goeser clearly shows that, contrary to common belief, the visual image of the
New Negro was created by African Americans, for African Americans. Her work
assigns a central role to black artists as cultural innovators intimately involved
with the construction of identity and new expressive paradigms and is a new
touchstone in understanding both the emergence of black identity and American
culture between the world wars.
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set the artistic agenda of the Harlem Renaissance and gave form to some of its most compelling visions.

This innovative study examines the efforts of Harlem Renaissance artists and writers to create a hybrid
expression of black identity that drew on their ancient past while participating in contemporary American
culture. Caroline Goeser investigates a critical component of Harlem Renaissance print culture that until now
has been largely overlooked, arguing that illustrations became the most timely and often most radical visual
products of the movement.

This vibrant partnership between literary and visual talents—a trail blazed by artist Aaron Douglas and poet
Langston Hughes—resulted in the image of the New Negro, one that remade the African American past in
order to foster greater participation in modern American culture and commerce. Illustrations by Douglas,
James Wells, Gwendolyn Bennett, and others appeared on covers of books about black American life and in
journals such as Opportunity and The Crisis. Goeser considers the strategies that these artists developed to
circumvent stereotypes and shows how their work was received within the movement and in mainstream
America.

Connecting visual imagery with literary text and commercial enterprise, these illustrations participated in the
modern economy in ways that painting and sculpture could not. Goeser reveals how Harlem Renaissance
illustrators depicted the wide-ranging and sometimes conflicting ideas about black identity held within the
community: African roots and Egyptian heritage, racial uplift and gay pride. She shows how some artists
revisited the Judeo-Christian tradition by portraying a black Adam and Jesus, and examines the
interdependent relationships between race and sexuality in the work of artists Richard Bruce Nugent and
Charles Cullen, the former black, the latter white.

Goeser clearly shows that, contrary to common belief, the visual image of the New Negro was created by
African Americans, for African Americans. Her work assigns a central role to black artists as cultural
innovators intimately involved with the construction of identity and new expressive paradigms and is a new
touchstone in understanding both the emergence of black identity and American culture between the world
wars.
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Editorial Review

Review
?Goeser makes a persuasive case for illustration as the primary form of New Negro visual expression. Her
careful analysis is supported by a wide range of texts, including an extraordinary pool of images brought
together here for the first time. . . . An extremely important and original contribution to the understanding of
visual culture in the Harlem Renaissance.?—Mary Ann Calo, author of Bernard Berenson and the
Twentieth Century ?Goeser sensitively analyzes a diverse array of vibrant stylistic innovations that
associated blackness with ideals of strength, beauty, and creative energy. Thoroughly researched and
beautifully written, her compelling book makes a major contribution to the literature on twentieth-century
African American and American art.?—Helen Langa, author of Radical Art: Printmaking and the Left in
1930s New York

From the Back Cover
"Goeser makes a persuasive case for illustration as the primary form of New Negro visual expression. Her
careful analysis is supported by a wide range of texts, including an extraordinary pool of images brought
together here for the first time. . . . An extremely important and original contribution to the understanding of
visual culture in the Harlem Renaissance."--Mary Ann Calo, author of Bernard Berenson and the Twentieth
Century

"Goeser sensitively analyzes a diverse array of vibrant stylistic innovations that associated blackness with
ideals of strength, beauty, and creative energy. Thoroughly researched and beautifully written, her
compelling book makes a major contribution to the literature on twentieth-century African American and
American art."--Helen Langa, author of Radical Art: Printmaking and the Left in 1930s New York

About the Author
Caroline Goeser is assistant professor of art history in the School of Art at the University of Houston.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important normally. The book Picturing the New Negro: Harlem
Renaissance Print Culture and Modern Black Identity (Culture America (Hardcover)) seemed to be making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The reserve Picturing the New Negro: Harlem Renaissance Print Culture and Modern
Black Identity (Culture America (Hardcover)) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Picturing the New Negro: Harlem Renaissance Print Culture and Modern
Black Identity (Culture America (Hardcover)). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.



Martin McDaniel:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Picturing the
New Negro: Harlem Renaissance Print Culture and Modern Black Identity (Culture America (Hardcover)) is
kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Aaron Jack:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Picturing the New Negro: Harlem Renaissance Print Culture and Modern Black Identity (Culture
America (Hardcover)) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Nancy Collins:

You can get this Picturing the New Negro: Harlem Renaissance Print Culture and Modern Black Identity
(Culture America (Hardcover)) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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