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What if you weren't sexually attracted to anyone?

A growing number of people are identifying as asexual. They aren’t sexually
attracted to anyone, and they consider it a sexual orientation—Ilike gay, straight,
or bisexual.

Asexuality isthe invisible orientation. Most people believe that “everyone’
wants sex, that “everyone” understands what it means to be attracted to other
people, and that “everyone”’ wants to date and mate. But that’s where asexual
people are left out—they don't find other people sexually attractive, and if and
when they say so, they are very rarely treated as though that’s okay.

When an asexual person comes out, alarming reactions regularly follow; loved
ones fear that an asexual person is sick, or psychologically warped, or suffering
from abuse. Critics confront asexual people with accusations of following afad,
hiding homosexuality, or making excuses for romantic failures. And al of this
contributes to a discouraging master narrative: thereis no such thing as
“asexual.” Being an asexua personisalieor anillness, and it needsto be fixed.

In The Invisible Orientation, Julie Sondra Decker outlines what asexuality is,
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counters misconceptions, provides resources, and puts asexual people’s
experiences in context as they move through a very sexualized world. It includes
information for asexual people to help understand their orientation and what it
means for their relationships, as well astips and facts for those who want to
understand their asexual friends and loved ones.
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What if you weren't sexually attracted to anyone?

A growing number of people are identifying as asexual. They aren’t sexually attracted to anyone, and they
consider it a sexual orientation—Ilike gay, straight, or bisexual.

Asexuality istheinvisible orientation. Most people believe that “ everyone” wants sex, that “everyone”
understands what it means to be attracted to other people, and that “ everyone” wants to date and mate. But
that’ s where asexual people are left out—they don’t find other people sexually attractive, and if and when
they say so, they are very rarely treated as though that’s okay.

When an asexual person comes out, alarming reactions regularly follow; loved ones fear that an asexual
person is sick, or psychologically warped, or suffering from abuse. Critics confront asexual people with
accusations of following afad, hiding homosexuality, or making excuses for romantic failures. And all of
this contributes to a discouraging master narrative: there is no such thing as “asexual.” Being an asexua
personisalieor anillness, and it needsto be fixed.

In The Invisible Orientation, Julie Sondra Decker outlines what asexuality is, counters misconceptions,
provides resources, and puts asexual peopl€e’ s experiencesin context asthey move through a very sexualized
world. It includes information for asexual people to help understand their orientation and what it means for
their relationships, as well as tips and facts for those who want to understand their asexual friends and loved
ones.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Thistitle is an important resource for readers of any age who are struggling to understand their sexual
orientation, or those who would like to better understand asexuality.” —Library Journal, starred review

“This book shines a much-needed light on an experience that’s far more common than most people realize.
Julie Decker brings together the many different voices and stories of asexual people, presents valuable
information, and offers helpful insight about how non-asexual people can be supportive. If you or someone
you know is or might be asexual, read this book. And if you' re a sexuality or relationship professional, read
this book. Asexuality is part of the sexuality spectrum and you need The Invisible Orientation on your
shelves.”—Charlie Glickman, PhD, certified sexological bodyworker

“I"ll admit it: | used to think asexuality was not real. | couldn’t wrap my head around the concept—sex isa
huge part of my life, so how could it be insignificant to someone else? Boy, was | ignorant! Thisbook isa
comprehensive learning tool for those who are asexual, as well as those who are asexual curious. Advocating
respect, this rare and precious resource will open your eyes and set the record straight in a clear and
straightforward manner. Prepare to have your mind blown!” —Kendra Holliday, creator of The Beautiful
Kind blog

“Thisisalong overdue book. It provides a sense of what it is like to be asexual that can sometimes be
missing from academic work. . . . It isabook with the potential to make a positive difference to many
people’ s lives and help combat what the author describes as the ‘insidious form of exclusion’ that asexual
people continue to experience.” —Mark Carrigan, Department of Sociology, University of Warwick

“This fascinating book will make more space for thoughtful understanding of sexual diversity and desire and
help us understand just how variable human sexuality really is. For sex educators, therapists, and scholars,
it'samust-read. For asexual people (or the ‘ A-questioning’), who are so frequently invisibilized and
disrespected, it may well offer the kind of succor, support, and information that every person—across the
sex, gender, and partnering spectra—deserves.” —Carol Queen, PhD, Founding Director, Center for Sex &
Culture and author, Real Live Nude Girl: Chronicles of Sex-Positive Culture

About the Author

Julie Sondra Decker has been a prominent voice for the asexual community since 1998, spreading
asexuality awareness through her popular videos and blog essays. She has been interviewed in many
mainstream publications, including Marie Claire, Salon, and the Daily Beast, and she was a prominent
interviewee in the documentary (A)sexual by Arts Engine. Sheisaregular contributor to Good Vibrations.
As an aromantic, asexual woman, sheis happily single and resides in Tampa, Florida.
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From reader reviews:



AvisZeiger:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Invisible Orientation: An Introduction to Asexuality.

Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant any
book The Invisible Orientation: An Introduction to Asexuality. Y ou can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ann Lemieux:

The book untitled The Invisible Orientation: An Introduction to Asexuality contain alot of information on
that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
brings you in the new eraof literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice read.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book The Invisible Orientation: An Introduction to Asexuality wasfilled in relation to
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Barry Trusty:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Invisible Orientation: An
Introduction to Asexuality to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like
to open up abook and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Invisible Orientation: An Introduction to
Asexuality can to be your friend when you're really fedl alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
that time.
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