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The best cities become an ingrained part of their residents' identities.  Urban
design is the key to this process, but all too often, citizens abandon it to
professionals, unable to see a way to express what they love and value in their
own neighborhoods. In this visually rich book, Alexandros Washburn, Chief
Urban Designer of the New York Department of City Planning, redefines urban
design. His book empowers urbanites and lays the foundations for a new
approach to design that will help cities to prosper in an uncertain future. He asks
his readers to consider how cities shape communities, for it is the strength of our
communities, he argues, that will determine how we respond to crises like
Hurricane Sandy, whose floodwaters he watched from his home in Red Hook,
Brooklyn.
Washburn draws heavily on his experience within the New York City planning
system while highlighting forward-thinking developments in cities around the
world. He grounds his book in the realities of political and financial challenges
that hasten or hinder even the most beautiful designs. By discussing projects like
the High Line and the Harlem Children's Zone as well as examples from Seoul to
Singapore, he explores the nuances of the urban design process while
emphasizing the importance of individuals with the drive to make a difference in
their city.
Throughout the book, Washburn shows how a well-designed city can be the most
efficient, equitable, safe, and enriching place on earth. The Nature of Urban
Design provides a framework for participating in the process of change and will
inspire and inform anyone who cares about cities.
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but all too often, citizens abandon it to professionals, unable to see a way to express what they love and value
in their own neighborhoods. In this visually rich book, Alexandros Washburn, Chief Urban Designer of the
New York Department of City Planning, redefines urban design. His book empowers urbanites and lays the
foundations for a new approach to design that will help cities to prosper in an uncertain future. He asks his
readers to consider how cities shape communities, for it is the strength of our communities, he argues, that
will determine how we respond to crises like Hurricane Sandy, whose floodwaters he watched from his home
in Red Hook, Brooklyn.
Washburn draws heavily on his experience within the New York City planning system while highlighting
forward-thinking developments in cities around the world. He grounds his book in the realities of political
and financial challenges that hasten or hinder even the most beautiful designs. By discussing projects like the
High Line and the Harlem Children's Zone as well as examples from Seoul to Singapore, he explores the
nuances of the urban design process while emphasizing the importance of individuals with the drive to make
a difference in their city.
Throughout the book, Washburn shows how a well-designed city can be the most efficient, equitable, safe,
and enriching place on earth. The Nature of Urban Design provides a framework for participating in the
process of change and will inspire and inform anyone who cares about cities.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[A] cri de coeur for action by cities"
(The New York Times Book Review)

"Sensibly organized and lavishly illustrated, the book will interest all urbanites, and especially urban
planners."
(Publishers Weekly)

"a treat for anyone who loves living in cities and wants to make them better, including professional planners
and architects."
(Metropolis)

"[W]ith his first book, Washburn has accomplished, if not quite the impossible, then certainly the daunting:
he's written a concise and accessible treatise on urban planning, blissfully free of jargon and clear enough to
be understood by both professional and citizen-designers."
(Metropolis)

"Entertaining and attractively designed...a fantastic introduction to the discipline of urban design for non-
designers. ...Washburn's approach to resiliency is both idealistic and practical."
(ASLA's The Dirt blog)

"...a refreshingly practical take on the power of urban design and its role in crafting the tools that guide and
shape development."
(This Big City)

"It's perfect reading for a rainy, rainy day."
(Grist)

"Washburn helps the reader look at the city differently, and care about its future. His approach works
regardless of your city."
(Urban Review STL)

"...the book is about more than how neighborhoods and community's can survive times of crisis; it's about
how neighborhoods and community's can thrive in the midst of everyday life..."
(Can't Catch My Breath)



"Alex Washburn performed the miracle of writing a book about cities that appeals to experts and general
readers alike. His idea of urban design is convincingly inclusive, with buildings, people, nature,
infrastructure, and public space playing prominent roles."
(Jerold Kayden Frank Backus Williams Professor of Urban Planning & Design, Harvard Univ. Graduate
School of Design)

"Alex Washburn shows planning in New York as it is really done: with the technical requirements, the
political difficulties and the dreams. Urban leaders around the world will learn much from this insightful
book about designing for greater resiliency to climate change."
(Enrique Peñalosa President of the Board, Institute for Transportation and Development Policy of New York)

"Washburn's generally straightforward organization allows readers to use the book like a design manual. He
eschews technical jargon for an accessible and approachable tone and language. Beautifully produced with
abundant color illustrations that effectively contrast worldwide approaches to urban design, this volume will
appeal to a wide specialist and generalist audience."
(CHOICE)

"Washburn's attitude and incisive analysis give this book a rare combination of realism and hope."
(Planning)

"Simply put, The Nature of Urban Design reads like an engaging story, through the eyes of a well-informed
urban planner, who wants nothing more than to see good done in the world."
(Spacing)

"The writing is personal and accessible, and ... the book is knowledgeable and up-to-date. ... This book will
be especially useful to people interested in improving their city, and for those who are contemplating going
into planning or urban design as their profession."
(Journal of Urban Design)

"Mr. Washburn takes lay people on an illustrated and highly accessible tour of urban planning, from the
High Line to the subway system, which, he explains, emits little more in greenhouse gases than the city's
streetlights."
(The New York Times)

About the Author

Alexandros Washburn is the Chief Urban Designer of the New York City Department of City Planning and
former Public Works Advisor and chief architect for Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. He lives in Red
Hook, Brooklyn.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kate Word:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read
one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Nature of Urban Design: A New York
Perspective on Resilience is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jessica Wilson:

You can find this The Nature of Urban Design: A New York Perspective on Resilience by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Mandy Jackson:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book The Nature of Urban Design: A New York Perspective on Resilience we can consider
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book The Nature of Urban Design: A New York Perspective on Resilience. You can more appealing than
now.

Odelia Dennis:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Nature of Urban Design: A New
York Perspective on Resilience to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Nature of Urban Design: A New
York Perspective on Resilience can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of the time.
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