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The concept of genius intrigues us. Artistic geniuses have something other people
don't have. In some cases that something seems to be a remarkable kind of
inspiration that permits the artist to exceed his own abilities. It is as if the artist is
suddenly possessed, as if some outside force flows through them at the moment
of creation. In other cases genius seems best explained as a natural gift. The artist
is the possessor of an extra talent that enables the production of masterpiece after
masterpiece. This book explores the concept of artistic genius and how it came to
be symbolised by three great composers of the modern era: Handel, Mozart, and
Beethoven.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Plato characterized genius as inspiration derived from a greater-than-human spirit. In the third century C.E.,
Longinus characterized genius as the possession of an extraordinary talent to create and, so doing, break the
established rules of artistic creation. Another definition covers the workaholic or journeyman who explores
an art exhaustively. Mozart was considered informed by divine inspiration. Although their contemporaries
scorned their music, Handel and Beethoven were eventually said to possess the talent and ingenuity to move
music forward. Bach typified the journeyman composer, who developed themes in every way he could. With
its extensive discussions of Plato's and Longinus' definitions and of Schopenhauer's and Kant's expansions
on the possessor of genius, its refutation of Tia DeNora's proposal that Beethoven's genius was constructed,
and its rebuttal of Christine Battersby's assertion that females can't be geniuses, Kivy's book is more about
philosophy than about music. Those interested in its subject will appreciate Kivy's argumentation for the
classic definitions of genius and about how Handel, Mozart, and Beethoven endure as musical geniuses. Alan
Hirsch
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Publisher
Yale Series in the Philosophy and Theory of Art.

About the Author
Peter Kivy is professor of philosophy at Rutgers University and the author of more than a dozen books on
aesthetics and musical aesthetics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

This book untitled The Possessor and the Possessed: Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, and the Idea of Musical
Genius to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from
your list.

Maryann Goldberg:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day
to reading a book. The book The Possessor and the Possessed: Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, and the Idea of
Musical Genius it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price
is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Amanda Dell:

This The Possessor and the Possessed: Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, and the Idea of Musical Genius is new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in
reading this The Possessor and the Possessed: Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, and the Idea of Musical Genius
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Maureen Smiley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Possessor and the Possessed: Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, and the Idea of Musical Genius
when you desired it?
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