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Saffron-robed monks and long-haired gurus have become familiar characters on
the American popular culture scene. Jane |lwamura examines the contemporary
fascination with Eastern spirituality and provides a cultural history of the
representation of Asian religionsin American mass media. Encounters with
monks, gurus, bhikkhus, sages, sifus, healers, and masters from awide variety of
ethnic backgrounds and religious traditions provided initial engagements with
Asian spiritual traditions. Virtual Orientalism shows the evolution of these
interactions, from direct engagements with specific individuals to mediated
relations with a conventionalized icon: the Oriental Monk. Visually and
psychically compelling, the Oriental Monk becomes for Americans a "figure of
trandation"--a convenient symbol for aternative spiritualities and modes of
being. Through the figure of the solitary Monk, who generously and purposefully
shares his wisdom with the West, Asian religiosity is made manageabl e-
psychologically, socially, and politically--for popular culture consumption.
Iwamura's insightful study shows that though popular engagement with Asian
religions in the United States has increased, the fact that much of this has taken
virtual form makes stereotypical constructions of "the spiritual East" obdurate
and especidly difficult to challenge.
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Saffron-robed monks and long-haired gurus have become familiar characters on the American popular
culture scene. Jane lwamura examines the contemporary fascination with Eastern spirituality and provides a
cultura history of the representation of Asian religionsin American mass media. Encounters with monks,
gurus, bhikkhus, sages, sifus, healers, and masters from awide variety of ethnic backgrounds and religious
traditions provided initial engagements with Asian spiritual traditions. Virtual Orientalism shows the
evolution of these interactions, from direct engagements with specific individuals to mediated relations with
aconventionalized icon: the Oriental Monk. Visually and psychically compelling, the Oriental Monk
becomes for Americans a "figure of trandation"--a convenient symbol for alternative spiritualities and modes
of being. Through the figure of the solitary Monk, who generously and purposefully shares his wisdom with
the West, Asian religiosity is made manageable-psychologically, socially, and politically--for popular culture
consumption. lwamurasinsightful study shows that though popular engagement with Asian religionsin the
United States has increased, the fact that much of this has taken virtual form makes stereotypical
constructions of "the spiritual East" obdurate and especially difficult to challenge.
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Editorial Review

Review

Easily accessible, thiswork will interest students of American popular culture, media studies, and Asian
American religiosity. Highly recommended.

--Choice

"Jane lwamura has an uncanny and impressive way of combining popular culture, hermeneutics, studiesin
digitalization, categories of ethnic and racial formation, and US religious studies. This book provides an
important introduction to a set of magjor Orientalist figuresin popular genres that has not yet been given
adequate scholarly attention. Iwamura's approach to popular culture is very deft: she not only pays close
attention to the images at hand, but exposes what she takes to be the national and racial anxieties at play
there through a close reading of the images' dissonant interpretations.”

--Judith Butler, Maxine Elliot Professor of Rhetoric and Comparative Literature at the University of
Cdliforniaat Berkeley

"Virtual Orientalismisascholarly tour deforce. It is also concise, compelling in its writing, and
extraordinarily deft in its handling of its sources. It offers a comprehensive look at the years of scholarship
that have made Iwamura aleader in the construction of the field of Asian American religions. It will
undoubtedly become a crucial text in this growing field of research and scholarship, aswell asin American
studies, media studies, and religious studies, where studies of Asian American religions are otherwise still
quite rare." Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Religion

"This elegant account is smartly argued and well illustrated, both visually and metaphorically."--Madeline Y.
Hsu, University of Texas

"Virtual Orientalism is an enormousdly significant book, and | would say pathbreakingin its effect. It is
original, accessible, and engaginly written. The genius of Iwamura's work is that she opens our eyesto the
obvious...and enables us to see that object differently. lwamuras work is sure to become aclassic in race and
media studies."--Carolyn Chen

"...well researched and useful cultural history of Asian religion in the U.S. from the fifties through the
seventies."--Lisa Nakamura, University of Illinois

"It's arare opportunity to watch awork unfold that creates afield of study and doesit so well."Rita
Nakashima Brock, Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Religion



"lwamura's deft interweaving of popular culture, race and ethnicity studies, and religious
studies guarantees that this text will establish itself as amust-read in classes on Asian religionsin America,
and religion and popular culture. Recommended."--Religious Studies Review

About the Author

Jane Naomi Ilwamura is Visiting Scholar at the UCLA Asian American Studies Center. Her research
focuses on Asian American religions, race and popular culture in the United States (with an emphasis on
visual culture), and her publications include the co-edited volume, Revealing the Sacred in Asian and Pacific
America (2003).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Deborah Rost:

In other case, little persons like to read book Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular
Culture. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular Culture. Y ou can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open abook or searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Walter Rojas:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhile
isreading. Y eah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Virtual
Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular Culture book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

William Johnson:

Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular Culture can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving hig/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular Culture however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one



of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Danidlle Burdette:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and
American Popular Culture publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Virtual
Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular Culture as good book not just by the cover but also with
the content. Thisis one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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