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David Benioff burst onto the literary scene with The 25th Hour, a debut praised
by Janet Maslin of The New York Times for its "pungent, funny urban tableau full
of shrewd operators and unfulfilled desires."

Now, with When the Nines Roll Over, Benioff uses humor and rich
characterizations to explore the sometimes thrilling, sometimes pathetic state of
the American urban male. Over the course of eight stories, some with an
appealing touch of the surreal, we are introduced to a faded football star, soldiers
in a Russian winter, a punk rocker, and other young men on the cusp of discovery
and loss. As he evokes the various states of agony and pleasure—humiliation,
rebellion, camaraderie, and desire— Benioff displays a profound understanding
of the contemporary male psyche. With its knowing, often amusing stories, When
the Nines Roll Over confirms the promise of a gifted writer emerging as a
storytelling force.
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David Benioff burst onto the literary scene with The 25th Hour, a debut praised by Janet Maslin of The New
York Times for its "pungent, funny urban tableau full of shrewd operators and unfulfilled desires."

Now, with When the Nines Roll Over, Benioff uses humor and rich characterizations to explore the
sometimes thrilling, sometimes pathetic state of the American urban male. Over the course of eight stories,
some with an appealing touch of the surreal, we are introduced to a faded football star, soldiers in a Russian
winter, a punk rocker, and other young men on the cusp of discovery and loss. As he evokes the various
states of agony and pleasure—humiliation, rebellion, camaraderie, and desire— Benioff displays a profound
understanding of the contemporary male psyche. With its knowing, often amusing stories, When the Nines
Roll Over confirms the promise of a gifted writer emerging as a storytelling force.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Benioff is on a roll. His first novel, the crime drama The 25th Hour, was made into a critically acclaimed
film directed by Spike Lee. He also wrote the screenplay for the summer blockbuster Troy. In his latest
project, an octet of thoughtful short stories, he takes it down a notch from those high-profile projects, but he
definitely doesn't rest on his laurels. The book begins with the title story, about a jaded hipster record
executive who is trying to steal a talented and sexy young singer away from a small label. It's a tautly told
tale with a wonderfully evil edge. Hip is hard to do, but Benioff can pull it off, as when the reader follows
the protagonist into a series of increasingly restricted VIP rooms: "Tabachnik had been places with four
progressively-more-exclusive areas, where the herds were thinned at each door by goons with clipboards,
turning away the lame." Like a lot of great short stories, it leaves you wanting to continue on with the
characters to see where they end up. The other seven stories in the collection are a varied lot, ranging from
the tale of a young soldier grappling with the moral complications of having to execute an elderly woman to
a drama about a lovesick young man's decision to secretly scatter his girlfriend's father's ashes. The stories
are offbeat, but not overly obtuse, and each one is driven by fully formed characters. This is a superb
collection, and it proves that Benioff can handle the long and the short of the fiction game.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Agony. Betrayal. Camaraderie. Desire. In this eclectic short-story collection, Benioff explores the alphabetic
range of experiences that characterize modern adult life. From the droll (an aspiring actress-slash-waitress
hired to sling "hash browns and one-liners" in a sitcom about a greasy spoon) to the disturbing (an
inexperienced Russian soldier captivated by a clever old woman he's been commanded to kill), the author
delivers on the promise of his pungent 2001 debut, The 25th Hour. In the title story, the eccentric drummer
of a punk rock band gathers friends to mark a milestone for his beloved Ford Galaxie 500. The smitten
narrator of "Neversink" is burned by the manufactured tales of a mercurial ex-lover. In "The Barefoot Girl in
Clover," an aging, former football star seeks out a free-spirited beauty he encountered in his youth. A deft
stylist who's a notch or two tamer than Chuck Palahniuk and T. C. Boyle, Benioff finds levity amidst the
gravity in a world where the simplest of moments can change the course of our lives. Allison Block
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“An ace storyteller...‘The Devil Comes to Orekhovo’...may be the best Hemingway story Hemingway never
wrote.”—Entertainment Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Stclair:

This When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories without we realize teach the one who looking at
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry When the Nines Roll Over: And Other
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Stories can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even phone. This When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Dorothy Penland:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories book is readable by simply
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So ,
do you nonetheless thinking When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Michael Sweet:

The guide with title When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories contains a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Darlene Gutierrez:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely When the Nines Roll Over: And Other Stories. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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