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Balancing sophisticated melodies and irresistible rhythms with lyrics by turns
cynical and passionate, Cole Porter sent American song soaring on gossamer
wings. Timelessworks like "l Get aKick Out of You" and "At Long Last Love"
made him an essentia figure in the soundtrack of a century and earned him
adoration from generations of music lovers. In A Cole Porter Companion , a
parade of performers and scholars offers essays on little-known aspects of the
master tunesmith's life and art. Here are Porter's days as a Y ale wunderkind and
his nights as the exemplar of louche living; the triumph of Kiss Me Kate and
shocking failure of Y ou Never Know ; and his spinning rhythmic genius and a
turkey dinner into "Y ou're the Top" while cultural and economic forces take
"Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye" in unforeseen directions. Other entries explore
notes on ongoing Porter scholarship and delve into his formative works,
performing career, and long-overlooked contributions to media as varied as film
and ballet. Prepared with the cooperation of the Porter archives, A Cole Porter
Companion is an invaluable guide for the fans and scholars of this beloved
American genius.
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Balancing sophisticated melodies and irresistible rhythms with lyrics by turns cynical and passionate, Cole
Porter sent American song soaring on gossamer wings. Timelessworks like "l Get aKick Out of You" and
"At Long Last Love" made him an essential figure in the soundtrack of a century and earned him adoration
from generations of music lovers. In A Cole Porter Companion , a parade of performers and scholars offers
essays on little-known aspects of the master tunesmith'slife and art. Here are Porter's daysasaYae
wunderkind and his nights as the exemplar of louche living; the triumph of Kiss Me Kate and shocking
failure of You Never Know ; and his spinning rhythmic genius and a turkey dinner into "Y ou're the Top"
while cultural and economic forcestake "Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye" in unforeseen directions. Other
entries explore notes on ongoing Porter scholarship and delve into his formative works, performing career,
and long-overlooked contributions to media as varied as film and ballet. Prepared with the cooperation of the
Porter archives, A Cole Porter Companion is an invaluable guide for the fans and scholars of this beloved
American genius.
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Editorial Review
Review

A Cole Porter Companion is simply an indispensable, unadulterated joy of a book--required reading for
anyone who loves music, lyrics, the theater, and of course the inimitable Cole Porter--from the non-music-
reading fan to the most sophisticated and scholarly musicologist. A landmark volume, bridging the gap
between academe and the general listener with a bubbly A©lan worthy of the master himself.--Maury Y eston

"Recommended."--Choice

"Anything goes?--not in the ruthless world of Tin Pan Alley. Of al the great American Songbook
composers, Cole Porter is perhaps the hardest to fit into Broadway's ‘Golden Age.' This fine guide suggests
how best to do it."--Tim Carter, author of Oklahoma! The Making of an American Musical

"Isthere aneed for abook like this, a compendium of essays by scholars and expertsin musicology, music
history and sundry ancillary specialties? The answer is an emphatic yes... To return to Irving Berlin, 'ya
don’'t need any larning' to appreciate this most sophisticated and well educated of American songwriters, but
the huge amount of detail and analysis packed into this book enhances that appreciation."--The Washington
Times

About the Author

Don M. Randel is the author of The Harvard Dictionary of Music and Musicians and former president of the
University of Chicago. Matthew Shaftel isthe Dean of Westminster College of the Arts at Rider University
and coauthor of Aural Skillsin Context: A Comprehensive Approach to Sight Singing, Ear Training,
Keyboard Harmony, and Improvisation . Susan Forscher Weiss is Professor of Musicology and German &
Romance Languages and Literature at The Johns Hopkins University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hazel Polk:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Cole Porter Companion (Music in
American Life) will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?



Marlys Widland:

A Cole Porter Companion (Music in American Life) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A Cole Porter Companion
(Music in American Life) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest aswell as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Edna Spalding:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be examine. A Cole Porter Companion (Music in American Life) can
be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Marion Driskell:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of several booksin the top
list in your reading list is definitely A Cole Porter Companion (Music in American Life). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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