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School Law and the Public Schools by Nathan L. Essex gives educators and
policy makers at all levels practical, easy-to-read, relevant information on the
historical and contemporary legal issues affecting the organization and
administration of schoolsin the United States. Virtually every topic of concern to
today’ s educators is covered in a practical, easy-to-read organization and style
that’ s accessible even to those with little or no knowledge of the legal issues
affecting public schools. Revised chaptersin this new Sixth Edition include
recent rulings on religion in public schools, social media, Facebook and Twitter
challenges, virtual charter schools, administrators authority at bus stops, legal
aspects of teachers and administrators’ evaluation, teacher performance and
misconduct, 504 Rehabilitation plans, the McKinney-Vento Homeless Act,
violence and tragedy in U.S. schools, procedures for evaluating and responding
to threats, natural disasters and school safety, proposed changesto No Child Left
Behind by the White House, use of chaperones for field trips, and new
application exercises at the end of each chapter.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

An essential resource for al current and future educators and policy makers, this practical guide provides
vital information on historical and contemporary legal issues affecting the organization and administration of
schoolsin the United States. Virtually every topic of concern to today’ s educatorsis covered in an easy-to-
read organization and style that’ s accessible even to those with little or no knowledge of the legal issues
affecting public schools. Relevant case law rulings, charts, and tables are integrated throughout to give
readers concrete knowledge for operating within the boundaries of constitutional, statutory, and case law,
and application exercises and case studies show how to apply specific legal knowledge to actual school
issues.

New to the Sixth Edition:

- NEW! Review of local school district policies—the connections between local policies, statutory, and
case law (Ch. 1).

- NEW! Meditation in schools as a mental health exercise versus meditation for religious purposes (Ch. 2).

- NEW ! How community normsimpact religious conflictsin schools (Ch, 2)

- NEW ! Social media, Facebook, and Twitter—the limits within which school personnel should operate
as professionals (Ch. 3).

- NEW ! Child abusereporting—greater guidance and clarity on teachers' obligationsto report suspected
cases of child abuse (Ch. 3).

- NEW ! Updated information on school safety based on recent tragedies in public schools—providing
safer schools that foster effective teaching and learning (Ch. 4).

- NEW! Handling disaster s and protecting student safety (Ch. 4).

- NEW! Rehabilitation Act Plans—guidance for school personnel in developing legally defensible plans
for students covered under the Act (Ch. 5).

- NEW! Administrative control and bus stops—personnel authority and student safety when waiting to
board school buses (Ch. 6).

- NEW! Digitalization and integration of student records—confidentiality and electronic transfer of
student data within the legal framework of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (Ch. 7).

About the Author

Nathan L. Essex is professor of Educational Law and Leadership at the University of Memphis and
President of Southwest Tennessee Community College. He received the B.S. degreein English at Alabama
A&M University, the M.S. degree in Educational Administration at Jacksonville State University and the
Ph.D. degree in Administration and Planning at The University of Alabama.

He has held public school teaching and administrative positions prior to completing the doctorate. Essex’s
interests include law, educational policy and personnel administration. He has served as consultant for more
than 100 schaool districts and numerous educational agencies. He served as a policy consultant with the
Alabama State Department of Education for twelve years and received numerous awards in recognition of
his contributions in the field of education. He is the recipient of the Truman M. Pierce Award for



Educational Leadership and outstanding contributions which advanced the direction of education in the state
of Alabama, the Academic Excellence Award in recognition of professional achievement and academic
excellence in the research, service, and teaching of education, Capstone College of Education Society, The
University of Alabama; Teaching Excellence Award; Distinguished Service Award—Who's Who in the State
of Tennessee, The University of Memphis Distinguished Administrator of the Y ear 1995-96, “Educator on
the Move,” The University of Memphis; Phi Delta Kappa, the President’ s award for |eadership and service to
the community, Y outh Services, Inc.; Who's Who in Corporate Memphis, Grace Magazine; and, President
Bush’'s Community Service Award, just to name afew. Essex has published numerous articles, book
chapters and newsletters on legal issues. Many of hisworks appear in The Administrator’s Notebook, The
Horizon, ERS Spectrum, Principal Journal, Compensation Review, The Clearinghouse, The American

School Board Journal, American Management Association, Community College Review, Education and Law,
and many other professional journals. Essex has authored alaw textbook entitled 200 Legal Questions for
Educators which was published by Corwin. Essex has aso published a textbook for public school teachers
entitled, Pocket Guide to School Law and a booklet on No Child Left Behind which was published by Allyn
& Bacon. Heishighly sought by educators at al levels to share his knowledge and expertise regarding legal
and policy issues that impact educational organizations.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Louise Lewis:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This A Teacher's Pocket Guide to School Law (3rd Edition) (Allyn & Bacon
Educational Leadership) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find
theinfo here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of A Teacher's Pocket Guide to School Law (3rd Edition)
(Allyn & Bacon Educational Leadership) content conveys objective easily to understand by alot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available asit. So, do you still
thinking A Teacher's Pocket Guide to School Law (3rd Edition) (Allyn & Bacon Educational Leadership) is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

John Judge:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider ook
for book, may be the guide untitled A Teacher's Pocket Guide to School Law (3rd Edition) (Allyn & Bacon
Educational Leadership) can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Bar nett:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in



comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all thistime you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. A Teacher's Pocket Guide to School Law (3rd Edition) (Allyn & Bacon
Educational Leadership) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.

Dwight Ambrose:

That book can make you to fed relax. Thiskind of book A Teacher's Pocket Guide to School Law (3rd
Edition) (Allyn & Bacon Educational Leadership) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book A Teacher's Pocket Guide to School Law (3rd Edition) (Allyn & Bacon Educational
Leadership) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading which.
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