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Approaching disability as a cultural construction rather than a medical pathology,
this book studies the impact of disability and concepts of disability on
composers, performers, and listeners with disabilities, as well as on discourse
about music and works of music themselves. For composers with disabilities--
like Beethoven, Delius, and Schumann--awareness of the disability sharply
inflects critical reception. For performers with disabilities--such as ltzhak
Perlman and Evelyn Glennie--the performance of disability and the performance
of music are deeply intertwined. For listeners with disabilities, extraordinary
bodies and minds may give rise to new ways of making sense of music. In the
stories that people tell about music, and in the stories that music itself tells,
disability has long played a central but unrecognized role. Some of these stories
are narratives of overcoming-the triumph of the human spirit over adversity-but
others are more nuanced tales of accommodation and acceptance of life with a
non-normative body or mind. In all of these ways, music both reflects and
constructs disability.
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Approaching disability as a cultural construction rather than a medical pathology, this book studies the
impact of disability and concepts of disability on composers, performers, and listeners with disabilities, as
well as on discourse about music and works of music themselves. For composers with disabilities--like
Beethoven, Delius, and Schumann--awareness of the disability sharply inflects critical reception. For
performers with disabilities--such as Itzhak Perlman and Evelyn Glennie--the performance of disability and
the performance of music are deeply intertwined. For listeners with disabilities, extraordinary bodies and
minds may give rise to new ways of making sense of music. In the stories that peopletell about music, and in
the stories that music itself tells, disability haslong played a central but unrecognized role. Some of these
stories are narratives of overcoming-the triumph of the human spirit over adversity-but others are more
nuanced tales of accommaodation and acceptance of life with a non-normative body or mind. In all of these
ways, music both reflects and constructs disability.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[A] meticulously researched book that connects disability narratives with composing, theorizing,
performing, and hearing music." --Journal of the American Musicological Society

"A work of intellectual virtuosity, Extraordinary Measures will change the way we think about music and
the way we think about disability. Joseph Straus shows us how disability appears not only in musical
performance and narrative, but most fully in musical form." --Rosemarie Garland-Thomson, Emory
University

"A leading figure in the field of music theory, Straus has applied his considerable talents not only as awriter
and critical thinker, but also as a humanist in the most profound sense, to virtually single-handedly create the
field of disability studiesin music scholarship. This book is both engaging and moving, as Straus expertly
draws current literature in disability studiesinto a new, musical context and examines our deepest beliefs and
prejudices about music, musicians, and the worlds they create and inhabit." --Dave Headlam, Eastman
School of Music

"A veritable music-theoretical page-turner, this book surveys awondrously defamiliarized landscape of
music reception, theory, and performance through the transformative lens of disability. It is nothing short of
amajor landmark, destined to exert a profound impact on the field." --Floyd Grave, Rutgers University

"Breaks new ground...A powerful and moving piece of social activism in the music arena...As Extraordinary
Measures persuasively shows, it's time we consider disabled musicians and listeners not as defective, but
merely as different." --Chamber Music

"[A] concise but magisterial volume...Thisisthat rare sort of book that will radically

change the way you understand an art form that seems so familiar. Strausis a clear and engaging writer, and
the issues presented couldn't be more important to anyone committed

to the field of notated Western art music.” --American Record Guide

"The book sparkles with a clarity that avariety of readers will find engaging and enjoyable.

The book cycles back to a number of core themes and provides a glossary of terms and clearly explained
musical concepts that make it ideal for students and accessible to non-musicians. Most importantly,
Extraordinary Measures will appeal to those readers who want to be challenged to think about music making



in a new way, through the lens of disability." --Notes

"Serves as avaluable resource, not only to teachers who frequently work with students with disabilities but
also to all musicians who wish to gain a deeper understanding of the waysin which diversity affects our
varied musical endeavors...In the spirit of inclusion, thisis one of the rare books that speaks to all musicians,
regardless of their individual interests or pursuits." --Music Educators Journal

"Makes significant contributions to disability studies and musical criticism...Serves as testament to the
transformative pressure and power that disability--as both discipline and as subject---evokes. Straus's work
asks readers to re-conceptualize what it means to experience, create, and respond to music." --Disability
Sudies Quarterly

"Extraordinary Measuresis an importantbook. It offers, in one convenient place, an overview of the recent
and groundbreaking work that Joseph Straus has conjured almost single-handedly into being as a significant
new sub-discipline within musicology and music theory. Astime passes, | believe its position will move
more towards the center of many of our analytical discourses, even as the DISMUS literature continues to
expand around it." --Music Theory Spectrum

"[A] robust account of how disability, as an idea, makes things in the world, rather than how the world
makes disability." --American Quarterly

About the Author

A Distinguished Professor at the Graduate Center of the City University of New Y ork, Joseph N. Strausis
the author of numerous books and articles, mostly on topicsin music since 1900. He is aformer President of
the Society for Music Theory, and is the leading figure in the study of music in relationship to disability.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mavis Strain:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Extraordinary Measures: Disability in Music. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book
Extraordinary Measures: Disability in Music. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by way of abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or even searching by internet unit. It iscalled e-
book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.



Gerald Magee:

The book Extraordinary Measures: Disability in Music has alot associated with on it. So when you read this
book you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
reading this book.

Vincenza Nagel:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Extraordinary Measures: Disability in
Music is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
guicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Darlene Beaudoin:

Beside this specific Extraordinary Measures: Disability in Music in your phone, it might give you away to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have Extraordinary Measures: Disability in Music because this book offersto you personally readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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